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L AFFAIRS. Pennsylvania—8. lands. The latter sovereign admonished ‘by the fear- 
NATIONS James St. C. Morton, of the Qd do do ful inroads which the mat spirituous eure ote 
— James C. Kelton, of the 8th do do making in his dominions, was adopting rigid mea- 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. Clinton Scott, ef the 12th do do sures with a view to prevent the importation of li- 
Of officers in the new regiments, since the list published on| Henry F, Winter, of the J3th do do uors. These regulations would to some extent, af- 
the 19th of March. Alexander Piper, of the 14th do do ect the trade of both England and France, as well 
: . | David Ahl, of the 15th do do as that of the United States. The government nor 
Major—Maxy Gregg, of South Carolina, 12th in-| Isaiah N. Moore, of the 17th do do agents of the United States would hardly have ven- 
fantry, vice Hays declined. _ | Alexander Murray, of the 19th do do tured to throw an obstacle in the way of the prohibi- 
Captains—Samuel Dickinson, of New Jersey, in Maryland—1. tion. ‘They partake no doubt of an enlightened pub- 
the 10th infantry; John Wofford, of Georgia, 13th in- Horatio G. Buchanan, of the 2d — do do lic opinion, which would aid a feble and interesting 
fantry; Creed T. Huddleson, of Tennessee, 14th in- Virginia—5. people in their struggle against thousands of difficul- 
fantry; James M. Scantland, of Tenn., 14th infantry; Rufus K. Harrison, of the Ist do do ties and the strong passion so generally prevalent for 
4. A. King, of Ohio, 15th infantry vice MeDonala, Robert Williams of the 9th _ do do intoxicating drinks. The treaties just entered into 
Kd. sD * 1 Chase. of Ohio, 15th infant Gurdon Chapin, of the 11th do do between the government of France and England on 
declined; | anie rs Anne a ra ._ | Johnson M. Camden, of the 14th do do the one part, and the Hawaiian gavernment’on the 
First Lieutenants— larles J. Sprague, of Mass., 11) Henry A.C. Hoblitzell, of the 15th do do other part, demonstrates the shameful fact, that the 
the 9th infantry, vice Chapman, declined; Robt. Hum- North Carolina—3. love of the gains of trade, even to so minute a con- 
phreys, of Tenn., 14th infantry: Preston G. Gaines, Martin P. Parks, jr. of the 2d do do sideration, is paramount to the pleadings of humanity 
of Tenn., 14th infantry; Ely P. Howell, of Georgia, | Alexander McRae, of the 5th do do with them. ‘These two powers have insisted upon a 
13th infantry. Lawrence S. Baker, of the 9th do do clause in said treaties to the effect, that “wines, 
Second Liewtenants—Edwin C. Marion, of Penn., in South Carolina—3. brandies, and otner spirituous liquers shall be liable to 
the Voltigeurs, vice Wells, resigned; Benjamin Yard, Thomas 8S. Mills, of the Ist do do such reasonable duty as the Hawanian government 
of N. Jersey, 10th infantry; John M. Bronough, of Ari Q. Hance ths a 7 ~—_ mee cy ee arenes the amount of said 
Mo., in the 12th infantry; J. Julius Wheedin, of N. omas Hall, o 7 t : o o — - +9 - so high as to prohibit the impor- 
C., 12th infantry; Nathaniel Grant, of Ga., 13th in- J n G. Tilford rake 3 y—4. F 4 guises ore articles. 
fautry; Wm. D. Gray, of Ga., 13th infantry; Robert oueipn SX. Ear, As toe Stn P . This is not all. In pursuance of the arrangement 
Bedf rd. of Tenn., 14th infantry; W. H. Seawell Ben. Harden Helm, of the Sth do do in said treaties, it appears that the Island Monarch 
W. —. ie y3 »| John Franklin, of the 6th do do established a scale of duties—but upon issui f 
of Tenn., 14th infantry; Jackson Hutson, of Tenn.,| Robert J. Wingate, of the 8th do do which, the representatives of both Priiies pate gs Bote 
14th infantry; James W. Wiley, of hd aaa te fae Tennessee—3. land have entered their protest! They regarded the 
iy; Llewellyn or bt of Md., 15th infantry; Thos. B.) winiam T. Welckner, of the 31 do do duties as too high. 
Tilen, of Ohio, 15th infantry; Wm. H. H. Goodloe, | aiyin C. Gillem, of the 4th do do Alas, for the character of the‘Christian powers.” 
of Ohio, 15th infantry; Marcellus M. Anderson, Va.,| Edward H. Duy, of the 11th do do 
scorn” ee , h inf, Th 3s McDowell reer ol 2d do do APPROPRIATIONS BY CONGRESS. The official state- 
Beg arti at Ritchie, of Va., 12th infantry, Senuitas H. Oclemas, ar the 4th. do rie ment of the clerk of the house of representatives, U. 
"Brigadier General Giddeon J. Pillow, tobe major | Benjamin F. Ward, of the 10th do do paar) ten oe Tolowing tebephatition Pe te 
geveral inthe army of the United States, in the Geo. G. Lewis, of the 13th do do appropriations made at the last session: 
plaee of Thomas H. Benton, who declined to accept. | Alexander McCook, of the 17th = do do Recapitulation. 
Brigadier General John A. Quitman. to be major a ae ates - rs For the civil and diplomatic expen- 
genneral in the army of the United States, in the A acinhea-F. Bond: of the 20th r 4 ses of the government 4,442, 790 87 
place of William Cummin, who declined to accept. olphus &. bond, of he 0 0 For the support of the army and 
Col. Caleb Cushing, to be brigadier general in Louisiana—1. volunteers 32,178,461 88 
the army of the United States, in the place of John Philippi Guesnon, jr. of the Ist do do For the support of the navy 9,307,958 10 
aA, qultman, promoted. Indiana—2. For the support of the post office 
—_—— John Mendenhall, of the 3d do do department 4,145,400 00 
Presipentiat, 1848.—Gen. Tayor nominated by| Willian R. Henry, a cal dag do do \ Weltabene’t of the Indian de- viedthe be 
; 4 = of > | ~~ 
Ce ee ae ee aeaeer Pea | William Caldwell, of the 24 do do_| For the support of the military aca- 
la r , Pl ‘ hye James Curtiss, jr. of the 4th do do demy 124.906 00 
arge meeting of the Whigs of this state was held at For baildi d wr ‘ ’ 
the capital the 22d inst d of th t Alabama—1. or buallding and equipping steam 
~ capital, on the nst., composed of the most} 1. ap, ques, of the 31 pve a ships 1,000,000 00 
luential and leading men from all parts of the state Missouri—2. For revolutionary & other pensions —_ 1,358,700 00 
at Gen. Z. TayLoR waS FORMALLY NOMINATED AS A Ben. D. W. Castleman, of the 2d do do For concluding peace with Mexico 3,000,000 00 
CANDIDATE FOR THE Presipency, in 1848. Although For the erection of light houses 518,830 00 
; ' “| Albert Blakay, of the 4th do do b. ; 
in several sections of the country he has been previ- TF Miscellaneous 940,243 13 
ously nominated, yet I believe that Iowa is the first Edwin D. Phillips pee d PM meee 
~ hasdone so as astate. With this time-honored | “W!? © FONUPS OO ir OSs Total, $97,982,575 93 
and war-worn veteran as our candidate, I pledge lowa| yy, -ce}lus M. Crocker, David Bell. 
ae 4 tone Pa te o- a = sep —~ ne District of Columbia—1. Col. J. J. Hardin, ‘before he received his fatal 
% thangs: even though it crush the entire Ernkor) | T. Shack wounds at Buena Vista, had captured a flag from 
0. At Large. the nets yom with his horse, he requested 
nee Henry Douglass, from the army, Geo. G. Garner, should be sent home as a last memento to his wife, 
CADET APPOINTMENTS IN 1847—TO ENTER THE MILI-}do. Watson Freeman, jr. Massachusetts, Charles 
LITARY ACADEMY IN JUNE NEXT. Tompkins, from the army, Henry E. Maynadier, do.| Mr. Norrie, bearer of despatches to California, and 
‘Maine—3. Roger Jones, jr. do. Richard Jesse ogg me oar Soames ch tiemetd aa expedition under 
, re ; . ‘s), ountry, 
aah, ot Snr Das | Ree Gai, James M. Wik 8 Yo) pte any San it a 
. Merrill, of the oO o ’ Mm ae it steamer soul : . 
Charles D. Bridgham, of the 7th do do ‘There were no vacancies this year from Rhode enn Pb ey Be iward, or by vessel direct to the 
Massachusetts—2. Island, Connecticut, Delaware, Mississipp1, Arkan- 
Caleb Huse, of the 3d do do sas, Florida, Texas, or Wisconsin. 1 ee 
George LL. Andrews of ihe 9th do do The appointments from the congressional) districts THE BRITISH STEAMER Tweep, left Havana for 
Vermont—2 were made on the nomination of the representative of Vera Cruz, on the 9th of February, and at 3 on the 
enry C. Hodges of the Ist ; do do the vacant district, except lowa, which was on the | Morning of the 12th, it being very dark, she struck 
). Richard Ransom, of the 2d do do joint nomination of the two representatives from that the sharprocks of Alacran. Of the fifty eight pas- 
New York—9 state. ‘I'he next appointment of cadets will be in | Sengers, twenty nine were lost, besides forty-two of 
m.R. Robinson, of the 2d — do do 1848, and will be made in Febreary or March of that | ‘he crew, which consisted of 90 persons. Mr. Di- 
ames B. De Cue. of the 4th fc do year. monp, American Consul at Vera Cruz, was amongst 
Wm. K. Cornell. of the 5th Ro do those saved. An appalling account of the scene is 
ames Th , 4 published. The loss in property is estimated at over 
‘ ompson, of the 10th do do TEMPERANCE CAUSE IN THE Sanpwicn IsLanns.| 4 million of dollars. A large quantity of qui k 
mes B. Greene, of the ]1th do do We have in miniature an imposition, by ‘Christian : Be quaniny oF Wreseltver 
bert S.J ‘1 19 46 ” F 7d constituted part of her cargo. 
wee Molinard, of the 13th do do Powers” ‘so callled,’’ as Quakers carefully phrase 
oh tN. Root, of the 17th do do them, similar to that of the opium trade humanely ' 
~ McCraith, of the 20th do do inflicted upon the “Inner Barbarians” of China, by | THE Casiner. On the question whether to comply 
- Whipple, of the 23d do do the British fleets and armies, in the proceedings of | with the terms prescribed by senator Bewrow as the 
beer New Jersey—l. the French and English governments in their recent | condition upon which he would accept the commis- 
Va aon 4th do do treaty with the “savage” king of the Sandwich Is- | sio of major general, there was undoubtedly a seri. 
+ 4 . Sic. 7 
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ous discussion in the cabinet. The president, rumour 
said, was strongly inclived t> the affirmative, anc 
disposed to concede the terms, if the cabinet would 
support him in so doing. The post master general, 
Cave Johnson, and the attorney general, N. Clifford, 
conceded with the president,—so madame rumour 
goes on to say, that the secretary of state, Mr. Buch- 
anan, the secretary of the treasury, Mr. Walker, the 
secretary of war, Mr. Marcy, were in the negative. 
Mr. Mason secretary of the navy is said also to have 
voted in the negative. 

We give this merely as the rumour of the day, with- 
out vouching for its accuracy. 





Currrewa Invians—Small Por. The same disease 
which exterminated the Meadow tribe of Indians is 
raging among the Chippewas, west of Lake Michigan. 
The Prarie du Chien Patriot says that, according to 
intelligence from Fort Winnebago, that distemper was 
c them off in great numbers. Some of the 
white settlers had been attacked with it. Six Indians 
were found dead one morning on the ice. 





Generar Tavion—Cotonet Ciay.—No letter that 
Gen. Taylor has ever written willbe read by his 
countrymen with more emotion than the following 
brief epistle addressed by him to the Hon. Henry Clay, 
after the death of his gallant sun on the field of Bue- 
na Vista: 

Hp. Qr. Army or Occupation, 

Agua Nueva, Mex., March 1, 1847 

My Dear Sia:—You will no doubt have received 

before this can raach you, the deeply distressing in- 


telligence of the death of your son inthe battle of 


Buena Vista. It is with no wish of intruding upon 
the sanctuary of parental sorrow, and with no hope 
of administering any consolation to your wounded 
heart, that I have taken the liberty of addressing you 
these few lines; but I have felt it a duty which I owe 
to the memory of the distinguished dead, to pay a 
willing tribute to his many excellent qualities, and 
while my feelings are still fresh, to express the deso- 
lation which his untimely loss and that of other kin- 
dred spirits have occasioned. 

I had but a casual acquaintance with your son, 
until he became for a time a member of my military 
family, and I can truly say, that no oneever won more 
rapidly upon my regard, or established a more lasting 
claim to my respect and esteem. Manly and honor- 
able in every impulse, with no feeling but for the hon- 
or of the service and of the country, he gave every 
assurance that in the hour of need I could lean with 
confidence upon his support. Nor was I disappointed. 
Under the guidance of himself and the lamented Me- 
Kee, gallantly did the sons of Kentucky in the thick- 


est of the strife, uphold the honor of the state and of 


the country. 


A grateful people will do justice to the memory of 


those who fell on that eventful day. But 1 may be 
permitted to express the bereavement which I feel in 
the loss of valued friends. To your son I felt bound 


by the strongest ties of private regard, and when I 
miss his familiar face and those of McKee and Har- 
din, 1 can say with truth, that I fee] no exultation in 


our success. 


With the expression of my deepest and most heart- 
felt sympathies for your irreparable loss, |] remain, 


my dear sir, most faithfully and sincerely, 
Your friend, Z. TAYLOR. 
Hon. Henry Crary, New Orleans, La. 





Lizur. Cray, who was killed at the battle of Bue- 
na Vista, was the second son of the great Kentuck- 
ian. 


uate of West Point, where he took the first honors. 
He afterwards travelled in Europe, married, settled 
on a farm, and was several times elected a member 
of the Kentucky legislature. 
years ago. 
mand of the Kentucky regiment, he was engaged in 
the practice of the law in Louisville. 


and chivalrous character. 
[Richmond Whig. 


Mr. Crary.—The Philabelphia North American 
has a letter from Lexington, Ky., dated March 31, 


from which we extract the following: 


Mr. Clay had been at home but a brief period when 
the fatal anticipated news was carried tohim. He 
and Mrs. Ciay, as wellas Mrs. McLee are in the 


deepest distress. 


P. S.—We know there would be a bloody fight, 
because Mr Crittenden was said to have received a 
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His eldest son Thomas H. Clay, resides on a 
farm near Lexington. Lieut. Col. Ciay was a grad- 


His wife died some 
When he was appointed second in com- 


He was a 
ctiliomes of fine intellect, accomplished manners 
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letter from General Taylor dated a few days previ-— 
ous to the 22nd of February. in which he said “that 
if Santa Anna was a general he would now attack 
him, but relying on the gallantry of the volunteers, 
he would certainly not run. 

Castte oF Vera Cruz.—A correspondent of the 
New Orleans Delta furnishes the following historical 
reminiscences respecting this fortress: 

In front of the city of Vera Cruz, the Spaniards 
erected, at an expense of $40,000,000 the famous 
castle of San Juan d’Ulloa, as a rampart against for- 
eign invasion as well as foreign curiosity. It was 
captured for the first time by surprise on the 14th 
September, 1568, by the pirate Juan Aquinas Acle, 
who was, however, shortly expelled by Don Francis- 
co de Lujan, with the aid of a fleet composed of twen- 
ty-three vessels. This happened when Don Martin 
Henriques was viceroy of Mexico. The second cap- 
ture, also made by a pirate named Lorencillo, oecur- 
red in the night between the 17th and 18th of May, 
1693, and was far more disastrous in its consequences, 
Lorencillo, after he had mastered the citadel, sacked 
the eity of VeraCruz, and after having remained in 
peaceful possession of both for the space of nearly 
two weeks, departed with his plunder. The third 
capture was effected by admiral Baudin, and is too 
well known to require further mention. 





THE EIGHTEEN MILI.ION LoAN—The bids for the 
new loan were to have been opened and the question 
decided on Saturday last, but the secretary of the 
treasury postponed his decisions until Monday. The 
New York Express states that the rate at which the 
combined offers were made by the New York capi- 
talists, by some means or other got out, and the bid- 
ders from Washington and Boston bid about a siz- 
teenth of one per cent below them, and obtained the 
loan of course. 
Bids were received by the secretary of the treasu- 
ry to the aggregate amount of fifty eight millions of 
dollars'—three times the amount required—all at 
more or less premium, some as high as two per 
cent. 
The loan is founded on treasury notes to be issued 
under the act of congress of the 28th January, 1847, 
which notes are payable two years after date of 
said notes, bearing interest of six per cent per an- 
num, and are receivable in all payments of duties to 
the government, or may be funded at any time with- 
in the two years, at the option of the helder. 
The N. Y. Tribune states that the combined bid 
of the New Yorkers, was for twelve millions, at 5 
cents premium per $100. 
The Boston capitalists bid for seven millions, 10 
cents premium in the $100. There were offers from 
all parts of the United States, an unaccountably large 
amount being from the south and southwest. Messrs. 
Corcoran & Riggs, brokers, Washington city, put in 
—— for the whole loan at 3 per cent premium. 
here were other bids better than that, up to 2 per 
cent premium, supposed to the amount of about 5 
millions. To whom has been awarded the loan is 
not known, but the whole amount of eighteen mil- 
lions has been accepted at 4 up to 2 per cent premi- 
um; Messrs. Corcoran & Riggs obtaining, it is sup- 
posed, about 12or 13 millions, the residue of the loan 
after the better offers were accepted. They sold 
yesterday to New York capitalists three hundred 
thousand at] per cent premium, giving the buyers 
option of making the amount a million. We have 
reason to suppose that an independent bid for half a 
million from this city was among the successful ef- 
fers. At least three fourths of the eighteen millions 
will probably be thrown on the market from time to 
time, the bids being undoubtedly speculative. There 
will probably be a call from the secretary for 2} mil- 
lions at once.” 
Some independent bidders at New York, it is said 
have had about $1,500,000 of the loan awarded to 
them; John Thompson, 64 Wall st., one of them, ob- 
tained half a million. 
It is pleasant to find that no part of the loan is 
likely to goabroad. Our own capitalists will find it 
to be a good investment, and we shall be saved from 


interest, as well as for the payment of principal 
whenever that may occur. 
The condition of foreign exchange at this moment, 


and provisions, has thrown a large amount of capi- 
tal into market seeking investment, and aided the 
government in obtaining the loan with a facility and 
upon terms which no one had anticipated. The se- 


ways and means, calling their attention to the views 





a foreign drain upon the country for the payment of 


owing to the immense exportation of bread stuffs 


cretary of the treasury himself, on the 2ist Decem- 
ber, 1846, in an official letter to the committee of 





posing duties on tea and coffee, said ‘“Thése duties » 
were suggested in view of the necessity of obtainip 
the loan therein proposed, and the department feels 
bound to communicate the opinion entertained b it 
that, in the absence of these duties, it will probab) 
be wholly impracticable to negotiate the loan 4 
such terms as would be permitted by congress.” 
These duties, or any others, were not imposed; ang 
yetthe loan is sought for with avidity ata premium! 
Recent events in Mexico, and a general impression 
that peace will shortly be made have largely infly_ 
enced capitalists on the occasion. 





REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTs,. 


The annual report of the commissioner of patents 
has made its appearance in print. From between 
thirteen and fourteen hundred pages, it has been 
razeed down to but little more than 300. 

We learn the following interesting statistics in re. 
ference to the operations of the patent offiee, during 
the last year. 
Whole pumber of patents applied for in’ 


1847, 1,272 
Whole number issued, 61g 
Re-issues, 19 
Expirations of patents in 1846 473 


Receipts of the office durmg the year, $50 26] 


Expenses of office, same tine, 33 700 
‘Total expenses of year, 40,158 
Funds of the office on deposit first 

Jan., 1847, 186,565 


The office is supported entirely by inventors jn 
whose behalf it is justly said, there is good ground of 
complaint for neglects long continued, in not re-mo- 
delling the patent laws after re;eated, earnest and 
reasonable solicitations to do so. 

The commissioner complains of the $500 exacted 
of subjects of Great Britain, $300 from citizens and 
of subjects of all other countries, on their respec- 
tive applications for patents. The effect of the law 
is said to prevent the introduction into the country 
of many useful and valuable discoveries, which 
would otherwise be patented. 

Among the records of the past year the following 
are to be found. 


Subjects. ‘Applicants. Grants. 
Agriculture, 161 78 
Chemistry, 44 24 
Calorific, 129 68 
Mathematical and philosophical 

instruments, 26 13 
Lever and screw power, 27 7 
Leather tanning, 29 18 
Stone, clay, and glass manufacture 17 9 
Household furniture, 52 24 
Fine arts, 26 19, 
Surgical instruments, 56 “< 
Wearing apparel, 16 ‘1. 
Designs, 67 59 


The other applications and grants were for melal- 
lurgy, metals, manufacture of fibrous and texile fa- 
brics, steam and gas engines, engineering, architec- 
ture, machinery, mills, &c., fire arms, hydraulics, 
pneumatics, &c., &c. 





ARMY JOURNAL. 

Movement oF TROOPS.—A letter from an officer 
of the Massachusetts regiment, dated Brasos Santia- 
go, March 17, says:—*We (companies A and D, 
under command of Captain Edward Webster) arriy- 
ed here night before last, after a very pleasant and 
quick passage of nineteen days, and we are lucky 
enough to have no sick men. We march this mort- 
ing for the mouth of the river, and thence we take 
steamboats for Camargo, there to await orders from 
General Taylor. A part of the Carolina regiment 
left yesterday, and the last three companies of the 
Virginia regiment arrived last evening. We are all 
in good spirits, and hope to have something to do. 

The N. Orleans Ficayune, March 17, says:—Th 
U. S. steamship Telegraph, Capt. Auld—which bat 
been thoroughly repaired at a cost of $17,000—g 
off last evening for Tampico, via Brazos Santiago.~ 
Among the passengers who went on her were Mee 
Thomas B. Eastiand, quartermaster, and his son; 
Hamtramck and Adjutant August, of the Virgin's 
volunteers; Capt. Erskine, of the commissary depatt 
ment; Capt. Hill, of Ist regiment Pennsylvania 1” 
lunteers; Dr. F. W. Miller, ef the medical depatt 
ment; Lieut. Gowan, of 2d regiment Kentucky vo 
lunteers; Lieut. Wilt, of Baltimore battalion; Messtt. 
John F. Clarke and N. Ashbrooks, committee t 
bring home the remains of the late Captain Bell, 
the Alabama regiment; Mr. J. B. Cozzens, sutler * 
Matamoros; Mr. Renny, engineer in the quartermar 
ter department; Captain Fulton of the Int 1 ennes! 
regiment; Lieut. Moore, of Ist Pennsylvanig yd 
ment; Messrs. J. H. Kerrison and M. Whiting, 





submitted in his last annual report in regard to im- 


mittee to bring the remains of the late Lieut, Bott; 
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NAVY JOURNAL. 
COMMODORE CONNER. 

The public press evinces a warm feeling of sym- 
athy which is no doubt responded to by public sen. 
F nent, for the fate of this gallant officer, whose case 
tunity that fortune afforded during the war, of reap- 
ing a laurel, snatched from his grasp at the very 
moment he was in the act of plucking it. It will be 
remembered however, that although Commodore 
Perry assumed the command after Commodore Con- 
d so handsomely landed the army, arranged 
everything in relation to the naval operations, 
and opened his own batteries upon the city of Vera 
Cruz, that ifsuccess followed, Commodore Conner is 
entitled to a fair share of the eclat that a few hours 
more would unquestionably have wreathed round 
his brow, had Commodore Perry been so many hours 
longer in reaching the scene. Commodore Sioat 
was in this respect more fortunate. Commodore 
Stockton arrived just after his well arranged meas- 
ures were consummated. 

The New Orleans Delta, says: 

Com. Conner, it is known, was relieved of the 
command of the Gulf Squadron on the 21st ult.— 
Since 1843, (says the Picayune) he has had charge of 
this fleet, during which time he has had much to con- 
tend against, much to mortify him, and more, perhaps, 
to complain of. The terrible wreck which occurred 
amongst the shipping off Vera Cruz, immediately after 
he was superceded, indicates the difficulties of the 
service he has been engaged in. In retiring from ac- 
tive duties we are sure he carries with him the good 
wishes of his brother officers, and the respect of his 
countrymen. 

The New Orleans Bulletin says:—“We commend 
to our readers the beautiful and touching farewell of 
Commore Conner to the officers and men in the 
home squdron, which he has commanded for the 
space of nearly four years. It 1s alike honorable to 
him and to those who have been under his orders.— 
Jt does, however, no more than justice to those 
gallant spirits, who for months, for years, have 
awaited, until patience was itself almost exhausted, 
forsome achievement of glory in which the navy 
might vie with the deeds of the army, and they also 
meritand receive the applause of the nation. The 
furious northers would blow and sweep with des ruc- 
lion along that fatal coast day after day, and week 
afler afler week, and when they ceased, the fierce 
nand pestilential vapors would threaten to under- 
ine the stoutest constitution. But neither the rig- 
urs and severity of the tempest, nor the exhausting 
and deadly nature of the climate, nor the dangers of 
the coast, nor the disheartening influence arising 
from a tedious aud difficult blockade, instead ef the 
exciting glory of actual conflict and clash of arms, 
tr, what coustitul:@ he keenest injury te a sensitive 
soul, the reproaches and unjust comparisons of the 
ignorant and unreGlecting, have subdued the spirits 
bl these men, or their commander, Commodore Con- 
er. Amid every discouragement and mortification, 
hey have continued to perJorm their duties faithful. 
Yand with effect, though not brilliant, for want of 
pppertunity. They have remembered the days 
hen the navy Jit up the horison and the skies with 
enes of unfading glory, and they did not despair 
fa momen’, 

The reduction of the castle was a work planned 
rthe army, but circumstances nevertheless allowed 
Menavy to take a part in the operations. Their 
rvices then were of the most efficient kind. Ne- 
er was a battery werked with more ardor and hear- 
Y 690d will than the one consisting of four Paixhan 
'y aod four long 32's, under the charge of the offi- 
and seamen of the navy; and the participation 
ring the bombardment, under the very guns of 
'¢ Castle and the town batteries, of the small vessels 
der the command of Captain TaTNnau, was not 
ly effective, but bold and gallant in the extreme: 
€ say to Commodore Conner and his officers 
Md men, well done, FAITHFUL SERVANTS, and trust 


‘tthe former will speedily be welcomed to the 
me of his family. 
U. S. Frigate Raritan, Sacrificios, 
g March 2lst. 1847, é 
'ks:—In taking leave of the home squadron, which 
~, had the honor to command since December, 
: I should not be doing justice to my own feel- 
» Or to the merits of the officers, seamen and oth- 


he have served under me, were I to part from 
Without expressing, in this public manner, the 


ner ha 


CIRCULAR. 


Durivage and a number of cabin passen- 
ther with 150 teamsters in the quartermas- 
The Telegraph carries also a 


was evidently a severe one, to have the only oppor- 


their long and faithful services. 
privations of no ordinary character, performed with 
cessity, been imposed upon them, and patiently await- 


nity of participating in the war. 

In a naval war, where the stimulus of battle and 
the hope of distinction are present to animate and en- 
courage to exertion, these evidences of fortitude and 
alacrity are naturally to be expected; but the merit 
of the brave officers and men whom I leave behind 
me, and from whom I part with so much regret, is 
enhanced ‘an hundred fold by aconsideration of the 
barrenness of honors of the field in which they have 
been compelled to labor. 

Whilst they have battled manfully with the storm, 
in enforcing an arduous and harrassing blockade— 
have braved the wreck and disease—no enemy’s flag 
has appeared upon the sea; nor have they been able 
to reach him in his strong holds, by reasen of the pe- 
culiar difficulties of his coast. 

Wishing them every happiness in life, and the suc- 
cess, in their future career, which they so well merit, 
I shall ever remain their attached friend and brother 
officer. (Signed) D. Conner. 


Lisenra.—The brig Margaret, arrived at N. York 
from Mesurado, brings a file of “Africa’s Luminary” 
to the 13th of January, which furnishes the following 
satisfactory view of the progress of Liberia, as derived 
from the compend of the New York Commercial Ad- 
vertiser: 
The Luminary of January 13 furnishes the message 





lature, which commenced its sittings on the 4th.— 
The governor acknowledges the providential blessings 
with which the year has been crowned, in an unusual 
degree of health, abundant harvests, and mercantile 
prosperity; announces the completion of the new mar- 
ket house in Monrovia, and that it is leased to the 
corporation, who are to pay to the treasury of the 
commonwealth the whole cost of its erection by in- 
stalments. Of the revenue he says: 

“I am happy to be able to inform you that the state 
of our finances continues to fulfil our expectations. — 
Full returns of officers in the counties of Grand Bassa 
and Sinoe have not yet been received. It is ascer- 
tained, however, that the revenue received during the 
last year exceeds by a small amount that of the pre- 
ceeding; and it may reasonably be expected that the 
receipts of the ensuing year, with the sum now in 
the treasury, will be sufficient to defray the current 
demands of the year, and meet any expense which 
may be incurred, should the legislature adopt meas- 
ures to that effect in carrying out the wishes of the 
people in regard to forming a new government.” 

On the subject of the proposed independence of the 
colony, Governor Roberts remarks: 

“IT lay before you the result of the vote taken on 
the question, in all the towns and villages of the Com- 
monwealth, on the 27th day of November last. 

“You will perceive that the people, by a small ma- 
jority, however, have decided in favor of adopting 
the suggestions of the Board of Directors in regard to 
a change of our relations with the American Coloni- 
zation society; and have expressed a desire that a con- 
vention be called to draught a constitution for the new 
government, and that measures be adopted to carry 
the same into effect as soon as practicable. 

“J regret exceedingly to find by official returns that 
no more than two-thirds of the legal voters of the 
commonwealth attended the polls to record their o- 
pinion respecting this highly important question.” 
This supineness, or want of unanimous action upon 
a question of such vital interest to the colony, the 
governor attributes mainly to the extensive circula- 
tion of erroneous views of the communication addres- 
sed to the Board of Directors of the American Colo- 
nization Society by a committee of the legislature of 
1845, respecting the light in which the sovereignty 
of the colonies is held by the government of Great 
Britain. 

The opponents of the proposed independence have 
asserted that the legislature, without authority from 
the people, had declared their intention to form a 
new government, and that their communication to 
the Colonization Society was a formal announcement 
of their purpose. Tlie governor denies, in language 
and sentiments alike creditable to his intellect and pa- 








gratification I have experienced, upon a review of 
They have submitted cheerfully to discomfort and 
zeal and alacrity the arduous duties that have, of ne- 


ed the moment which was to give them an opportu- 


of Governor Roberts to the ninth session of the legis- | 


his conviction that this misapprehension has been the 
main reason why so few have voted on the question. 

The majority of those who voted having decided in 
favor of the measure, the governor recommends that 
the convention be appointed and a constitution framed 
as “the only course that will or can relieve us from 
the embarrassments we labor under with respect to 
the encroachments of foreigners and the objections 
urged by Great Britain in regard to our sovereignty.” 

The governor next adverts to the increased friendly 
relations with the surrounding tribes, and adds: 

“In February last the natives occupying the lands 
lying between Blue Barra and Grand Cess, (the terri- 
tory of Settra Kroo, comprising about six miles ofsea 
coast, excepted,) ceded to this government, including 
the right of sovereignty, their entire territories; also, 
two tribes further south, occupying territory knowa 
as Tassoo and Baffoo Bay, reserving for their mem- 
bers only what is sufficient to maintain them in an age 
ricultural way. A few days ago, Gen. igen 
missioned on the part of ‘this government, s 
in purchasIng about fifteen miles of seacoast, compri- 
sing portions of the territories of Manna, Curroo, and 
Timboo. 

“Other tribes occupying intermediate points have 
agreed to transfer their territories to this government; 
and we are only awaiting the arrival of funds, daily 
expected, to perfect our negotiations.” 

The remainder of the message discusses the posi. 
tion alleged to be assumed by Great Britain, to wit, 
that while she will acknowledge the rights of the col 

onists to their territories, if purchased from the right- 
ful owners of the soil, she will in no case allow the 
exercise of sovereignty, including the payment of cus» 
tom dues, inasmuch as her own subjects have already 
acquired rights of property there not subject to such 
demands. The governor animadverts with some in- 
dignation upon the position, but is confident that pa- 
tience and the destiny of the colony will eventually 
overcome all obstacles. 

The same paper publishes officially the act making 
provision for the convention above referred to. The 
delegates were to be elevenin number, six for the 
county of Monrovia, four for Grand Bassa, and one 
for Sinoe—to be elected on the third Tuesday in Feb- 
ruary; tomeet in the town of Monrovia on the first 
Monday in July, 1847, and be entitled to the same 
pay perday, including travelling expenses, when in 
the service of the commenwealth, as is paid to the 
members of the legislature council. 

From the Luminary of December 9, 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE BaTTLe oF THE Ist or De- 
cCEMBER, 1822.—The anniversary of this memorable 
day, on which the decisive battle that gave the first 
company of pilgrims security, and ensured to their 
successors almost uninterrupted peace, was celebra- 
ted in this place in a manner that does credit to the 
good sense of the committee of arrangements as well 
as of the people generally. The day was ushered in 
by the firing of cannon, as usual. At about eleven 
o’clock the military halted in front of the government 
house, to escort the citizens and strangers there asseme 
bled to the church, where the oration was to be dee 
livered. After which a national salute of twenty-two 
guns was given, the whole being conducted through- 
out in what we considered good taste and without any 
accident. 
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BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA. 


Through the kindness of a friend, we have been 
furnished with the following extracts from a private 
letter written by Lieutenant Colonel JMansjfield, of the 
corps of engineers to a brother offeer in this city, 
giving a brief and hastily written description of the 
22d and 23d of February. [Unien. 
Eighteen miles south of Saltillo, at camp U. 8S. 
army, Agua Nueva, March ], 1847. 
Dean Carrain—We are just recovering from the 
fatigues of a tremendous battle, fought by this little 
army on the 22d and 23d at Buena Vista, a place 
about eleven miles in our rear and seven miles this 
side of Saltillo. 
We had previously been on this very ground from 
the Gth to the 20th February, reconnoitring the po- 
sitions, roads, &c. and ascertaining where the enemy 
was, and his numbers. We found Santa Anna was 
at Encarnacion, thirty miles in our advance, with 
twenty thousand troops of infantry and artillery, aad 
that on our left was General Minon, at a, say 
twenty five miles off, with three thousand cavalry 
and lancers. 





triotism, the truth of the accusation, and expresses 








Ne 2 EY IR 




















































































































































































oer 


ee ees. 


ase ee 


i potency coat Ne eNO mt ES cS ©. 


ee 


AI Se ae 


100 








NILES’, NATIONAL REGISTER—A 


PRIL 1 











On the 2ist, at noon, we broke up our camp, and 
fell back “to a good position at Buena Vista, to await 
theénemy. On the 22d he came in sight—his ad- 
vafice @ hezvy body of lancers and cavalry, followed 
by ‘large bodies of infantry, and about eighteen pieces 
of artillery. A skirmish took place in the afternoon, 
and the enemy gained the mountain side on our left. 
On our right of the road were impassible gullies, 
deep and perpendicular, extending across to the 
mountains, say.one mile. On. our left of the road 
commenced steep ascents to the tops of the spurs of 
the mountain, which united and formed a beautifu! 
table land for a battle ground, say one mile east and 
west by half a mile north and south. There were 
other spurs on the same side, stretching along the 
road north and south of us, with deep gullies between, 
many of them impassable, but uone of them forming 
a table land like this. 

A» ditch and parapet were immcdiately thrown 
across the road, and Washington’s artillery placed 
there, supported by two companies of voluntecrs 


behind another parapet. 
n the morning of the 23d the enemy madea 
rush with his infantry and lancers to possess the 


table land, the key to the whole position; and at the 
same time a column of infantry and cavalry advanc- 
ed on the road towards Washington’s battery. A 
terrible fight ensued. Our left was forced back off 
the table land, and rallied under the bank; but our 
centre charged with a tremendous fire of horse ar- 
tillery, (eight pieces) and volunteers, and hurled 
them back against the mountain and broke their 
centre, so that large bodies of infantry saved them- 
selves by moving into the ravines and on the spurs 
of the mountains to the rear of our left where we 
sent regiments and artillery to fight them and drive 
them back across the same ground on our extreme 
left over which they had been forced. If we had 
had but one single full regiment of regulars in reserve 
we could have charged their battery on our extreme 
left and taken four or five thousand prisoners. As 
it was, we could only hold our own against such 
odds. 

At the close of the day they made another charge 
and rush, in great force, to possess the table land, 
and were again repulsed with great slaughter, and 
with much Joss on our part. Night put an end to 
the scene, and under the cover of darkness the enemy 
retreated to this place, (Agua Nueva), where our 
light troops followed them the next morning. 

It was a beautiful batthe—not a mistake made the 
whole day; but every man perfectly exhausted at 
night. Our loss about 264 killed and 450 wounded. 
The enemy’s loss about 2,500 in killed and wounded, 
and 3,000 missing. 

It is said that Santa Anna is in full retreat to Ma- 
tahuila and Lan Luis, with his army dispirited and 
disorganized. He is said to have lost many officers 
of high rank, You will in due time gel correct ac- 
counts. : 

Nothing could exceed the gailant bearing of our 
horse artillery and dragoons, nor the bravery and 


good conduct of the volunteers as a body. Not a 
regular infantry soldier was in this fizht. | 
We have lost most valuable officers. Capt. Lin- 


colm was killed in the first charge. Col. McKee and 
Liewt. Colonel Clay, of the Kentucky regiment, and 
Cot. Hardin were killed, besives others, in the second 
charge of the enemy. We lost three pieces of can- 
non, which we had not the men torecover. Our men 
actually sunk to the ground from excessive exlaus- 
wort bas ever been the misfortune of our brave old 
General to be obliged to fight the enemy with in- 
ferior humbers. ‘This, his last battle, has done him 
more credit than any of his previous ones. His case 
was not so desperate at Palo Alto, for there he had 
the best of regular infantry. 

I had almost forgotten to speak of our corps. We 
endeavured to do our duty. Lieut. Benham behaved 
well, and was slightly wounded. As for myself, | 
was more fortunate than at Monterey, and escaped 
unhurt: The old General, however, was made rag- 
ged by the balls passing through his clothes. Yours, 
&c. JOS. K. F. MANSFIELD. 





OF THE SIEGE OF VERA CRUZ. 


A correspondent of the New Orleans Delta says: 
“Tbe Mexicans variously estimate their loss at from 
500. to 1,000 killed and wounded, bui all agree that 
the loss among the soldiery is comparatively small 
and the desiruction among the women and children 
is very great. Among their killed 1s General Felix 
Valdez, an officer of some celebrity. 

At the time of the surrender the Mexicans had 
but two days’ ammunition and three days’ subsist- 
ence, which accounts for their generally withholding 
their fire during the night. ) 

During the bombardment our army have thrown 


—— 





Army 
3,000 ten-inch sheils 90 Ibs. each. 
500 round shot 25 ’ 
200 eight-inch howitzer shells 68 ” 
Navy Battery. 
1,000 Paixhan shot 68 4 
800 round shot 32 sad 
Musquito Fleet. 
1,200 shot and shell, averaging 62 $6 
Making in all 6,700 shot and shell, 
weighing 463,600 Ibs. 
The destruction in the city is most awful—one- 
half of it is destroyed. Houses are blown to pieces 
and furniture scattered in every direction—the streets 


a up, and the strongest buildings seriously damag- 
ed. 


~ 
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A letter from an officer on board of the U. States 
steamer Princeton, published in the Philadelphia 
American, says— 
The surrender of the Mexican army took place 
ona large plain outside of the walls; it was avery 
imposing sight.. The common soldiers seemed very 
indifferent, but the officers appeared sorrowful and 
much mortified. They were very poorly dressed, 
some with old white hats and some with black ones, 
not having, probably, seen a dollar for months. 
At the Mexican battery which fought so well when 
the flag staff was shot away, an officer tore the flag 
from the remnant of the staff, jumped upon the pa 
rapet, and held it in his hand, unt he himself was 
shot down. This was done three times. 
Another letter written on board the Princeton to 
the editor of the Philadelphia Chronicle, speaking of 
the action before Vera Cruz on the 24th ult. says— 
Four sailors were killed this day; they were all 
captains of guns, and would not dodge at the flash of 
their opponents. On board a ship, you know, there 
is no use in dodging, for one place is good as another. 
‘They are trained to ‘‘stand to their guns.”” Oa shore 
it is different—sand bags are placed to protect those 
who are inaction. The engineers requestod the sailor 
officers to keep their men down. They were caution- 
ed, and ordered to fail at the flash, but all would not 
do—they would jump on their guns, sight them, 
stand beside their piece, and look through the em- 
brasures, and of course were killed. Every sailor 
killed was struck in the forehead, taking the upper 
part of the head entirely off. 





The Washington Union has the following items: 
We understand that the panic diffused among the 
Mexicans in the castle, lest they might experience 
the same disastrous fate which had fallen upon the 
city, prineipaily contributed to its surrender. An 
awiul panic has now spread over the people. The 
loss of the city and castle, combined with the last 
victory of less than 4,000 men over 20,000 at Buena 
Vista, has spread consternation over that infatuated 
nalion. 


Gen. Scott had despatched a detachment to Alva- 
rado, to collect mules, horses and beeves. The vil- 
lage of Medellin, ten miles frum Vera Cruz, in the 
direction of Alverado, had already been occupied 
by our troops, had quietly submitted, and met with 
the most liberal treatment on the part of our troops, 
The inhabitants of Alverado will probably, animated 
by this example, be willing to furnish their animals 
for American gold, instead of having them taken 
from them by forcible contributions. 

Two days after Cul. Totten left Vera Cruz, the 
General expected to send on his advance towards 
the capital. He will push on to that point as soon 
as he obtains the necessary transportation, and as 
rapidly as he can. Lle leaves no hostile foe behind 
him. No very focmidable opposition is expected at 
Puente Nacionale, (Nationai Bridge, 30 miles from 
Vera Cruz), nor even at Jalapa, (68 miles.) ‘The 
General will push on to the healthy table jand be- 
tween the bridge and Jalapa; thence, we presume, 
unless unexpected obstacles occur, to the capital.— 
It was said that Gen. Vega had two or three thou 
sand cavalry with him, on the road to Mexico. 

One problem is, will there be any government at 
Mexico capable of making peace; for, as the condi. 
tion of things now stands at Mexico, there may be 
greater difficulty in finding an executive to treat for 
peace than for them to carry on war. It was re- 
ported at the last accounts that Santa Anna was 
advancing to the capital. There is uo absolute cer- 
tainty of this. According to the Jast accuunts re- 
ceived at Vera Cruz the city was distracted by con- 
tending factions. There were every day broiis and 
bloody fighis in the streets, in what was was vulgarly 
called “the wives’ war.” This is a contest of the 
clergy for the exemption of their property, in which 
they had contrived lo engage the wives of the capital, 
and through them the husbands im their behalf It is 





the following number aud size of shot: 
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who constitutes this government, or wheth 
have any. 
The official field return of the 

Scott, on the 25th March, before Vera Cr 12, shows 
an aggregate of 13,470—one of the best diseiplineg 
and most galiant corps in the world. 
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From the New Orleans Picayune, April 6. By the 
way of Vera Cruz and Tampico we have received g 
file of papers from the city of Mexico to the 17) 
of March; our previous dates thence were down to 
the 27th of February. 

These papers are occupied with the miserable do. 
tails of the two factions in the city of Mexico, one 
under Gomez Farias, the vice president, the Other 
under Gen. Pena y Baragan. Much blood has beey 
shed, but without any decisive effect. 

Ei Republicano of the 15th March announces that 
the American arms have triumphed in Chihuahua 
that the city of Chihuahua, the capital of the State 
has fallen. The small forces which defended it, says 
the Republicano, were routed. The same number of 
that paper, and the number of the 17th, complains 
that the government does not publish the details of 
the fighting, declaring that Mexican courage ig not 
to be daunted by such reverses. 

We cannot but infer, from the manner in which 
the Republicano introduces the subject, that Cyi. 
huahua did not fall until after a battle glorious to 
the American arms. 

The Repubdlicano of the 17th of March reports 
that certain Indians of New Mexico, [Los Chimayos) 
to the number of 3,000, have risen against the Ame. 
ricans, and joined the pueblos previously in insurrec. 
lion. 

The entrance of Santa Anna into San Luis Potosj 
on the 8ih ult. was a triumphal one. All classes 
went out to meet him twoor three miles on the road, 
At night he was serenaded and the town illuminated, 





Matamoros, (Mexico) March 27, 1847. 

GENTLEMEN—I send you such jittle information as 
I have been able to collect, in regard to General 
Taylor’s present position. By the arrival of the 
steamer Whiteville, Captain Durfey, from Camargo 
last evening, 1 have been able to gather the follow- 
ing: General Taylor left Monterey on the 16th inst. 
in company with Bragg’s I.ight Arullery, (6 pieces), 
May’s squadron of dragoons, under Captain Graham, 
and the balance of the first Mississippi regiment, 
(the latter now numbering about 250 strong), to 
come down and clear the road; but, meeting with 
Colonel Curtis, and his command at Marin, with 
the train, going up, he sent the train on from that 
point with on escort, and took Colonel Curtis’ com- 
mand, which consisted of Third Ohio Regiment 
and three companies of Virginians with him, and 
started in pursuit of General Urrea, who, it was 
stated, had gone toa place called Cataita, and at last 
accounis they say General Taylor had got within 
five miles of him; but, as Urrea’s force must be prin- 
cipally cavalry, 1 think it rather doubtful of his 
overtaking him. Colovel Marshall has since arrived 
at Camargo from Monterey, with his regiment of 
Kentucky Cavalry—the balance of the army remain: 
ing at Agua Nueva. 

Major Mike Chevalier arrived at Camargo on the 
23d instant, with about 300 Texans, who have suffer 
ed very much in crossing tbe prairies, for wantof 
forage and water there being no grass on the prairie. 
The men suffered severely, and they lost about filly 
horses for want of forage and water, and maay of 
the men are in bad condition. There is no furluer 
news from above. 

We started from this place this morning a train of 
about 60 wagons, jor Camargo, with 120 extra mules, 
being two to each wagon, escorted by Major Siokes 
and two companies of North Carolinians, which has 
taken all the troops from this place. With the ex 
ception of two companies of the Massachusetts Re 
giment, under Captain Webster, ( Davis’ compat)); 
one of which is stationed in the Plaza, and the other 
in Fort Paredes, with Captain Merchant’s compady 
of artillery at Fort Brown, is the whole of the loree 
at this point. I understand the balauce of those re 
giments, (North Carolina and Massachusets) are? 
the Brazos, but they have not been able to Jand, 
account of the heavy blows. Yesterday we had quile 
a heavy norther, which came up in the alternool.— 
No rain yet. at 

[New Orleans Times. 





Among the orders issued by Gen. Scott, after the 
capitulation of Vera Cruz, was the following: 
GENERAL ORDERS—NO. 70. 
Headquarters of the Army, Camp Washington, 
, Before i Cruz, March Qth, 1347. j 
As soon as the city of Vera Cruz shall be garrisot 
ed by his brigade, Brigadier Gen. Worth will beco™ 





the temporary governor of the same. 
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‘ disturbing the ordinary functions of the 
i ilaey, as between Mexicans and Mexi- 
aft he will estabiish strict police regulations for 
encuring good order and good morals in the said city. 
~_ will also establish a temporary and moderate 
tariff of duties, subject to the approval of the general 
- chief and commodore Perry commanding United 
States home squadron, on all articles imported by 
sea from the countries other than the United States, 
the proceeds of said tariff to be applied to the benefit 
of the sick and wounded of the army, the squadron, 
and the indigent inhabitants of Vera Cruz. ' 

The tariff so to be established will be continued 
until the instructions of the government at home 
shall be made known in the case. 

By command of Major Genera} Scott. 

H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. G. 





Letter from Mr. Kenpavu, one of the editors of the 
¥ says: 
Picayune sa} Vera Cruz, March 14, afternoon. 
The norther which commenced at sun down yesterday 
stil] continues, completely cutting off all communication 
with the vessels lying off or under Sacrificios. Shells 
are occasiovaliy sent towards General Worth’s lines 
from the castle, but in the main they lave fallen short. 
Captain Vinton continues at his position near the lime 


iln. . , 
a this time, half past 3 o’clock, they are throwing 


13 inch shells from the castle of San Juan de Ulua, and 
one of them has just bursted a short distance from 
where lam writing, yet without doing any harm. 

P,S.—Captains Lee and Scott, who went out with 
the white flag with notes to the foreign consuls, have re- 
turned. As wassupposed, they were not allowed to 
enter the city, but vere detained some three or four hun- 
dred yards outside the wails. ‘Three officers came out 
to meet them, one of whom took the notes and after- 
wards brought a receipt that they had been delivered. — 
Many of the inhabitants—ladies among them—were 
seen upon the walls and adjoining houses. 

The line of investment is now complete, and all 
communication with the city landward cut off. Two 
French vessels have succeeded in eluding the block- 
ade, favored by the wind, and have doubtless taken 
in “aid and comfort” to the enemy. The firing 
from the castle, and also from the batteries, contin 
ues. 

Another night has passed off quietly, no alarm of 
consequence disturbing the lines. The enemy is oc- 
casionally throwing round shot and shell, yet with 
little effect. One of the latter, and of the heaviest 
size, struck directly in the midst of the Sth infantry 
Jast night, but did not injure a man. 

There is a prospect of some little close fighting to 
day, as our outposts are to be thrown in nearer the 

ity walls. Some of our riflemen and sharpshooters 
ure already in motion, and if the Mexicans will al- 
Jow them to come near enough they will rendera 
rood account of themselves. 

The Picayune of March 15, says: 

There is some talk that the heavy guns of the 
quadron will be brought ashore and used in batter- 
ng the town and castle. | sincerely trust the gallant 
Micers of the navy may have a hand in the coming 
ombardment. 
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Another the latest of Mr. Kendall’s letters is the 

pllowing : 
Camp BEFORE VERA Cruz, 

March 19, 1847—5 o’cleck, P. M. 

Our news from the city of Mexico, received in a 
bundabout way, would prove that a most sanguina— 
y revoluuon—or rather a series of revolutions—is 
ging in that cily, the different parties being ali by 
tears, and fighting each other with unwonted fe— 
beily. {tas said that the British minister, Mr. 
nkhead, at last dates; hardly dared venture into 
esireets, for fear of being shot by some one of the 
Herent contending factions. 

omez Farias has his party, the priests have their 
rly, those in favor of peace have a party, and then 
re are the war men, the Santa Anna men, the Al- 
ile men, and whatnot. All was ‘confusion 
tse confounded,’’ and 1 can make neither head 
tail of the different rumors. 

he Mexicans have been firing since noon to-day, 
(from the most of their batteries, and the roar 
round shot and shells has been constaniJy dinning 
Ke ears of our men. Strange that they do not 
ect u.ore. They must think they are destroying 

Yankees,” as they now term us, by dozens, else 
y Would not keep up such an incessant firing. 
a © Weather continues fine for Janding and muni- 
thes supplies are rapidly accumulating at the 
“8. The officers of the navy continue to use 
t best efforis. 

y Fs hext day after to-morrow, | am in hopes of 
8 able to send you off an account of some of 

“ral Scott’s doings. Yours, &c., 
e. W. A. 
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ARMY OF INVASION. 


The Washington correspondent of the New York 
Journrl of Commerce has obtained celebrity for fur- 
nishing early, and often correct information, deri-. 
ved undoubtedly sometimes from authority not accn- 
sable to manyothers. By indulging too freely in the 
marvellous, however, he will soon lose what public 
confidence he has heretofore won. His letters of 
the 12th and 13th inst., are calculated to awaken 
curiosity rather than inspire confidence in the reve— 
lations of the writer. If the Journal of Commerce 
was nota well known advocate of the election of 
Mr. Polk. and still an advocate of many, if not of 
most of the leading measures of his administration, 
we should place the publication of those letters to 


OFFICIAL REPORT oF CoL. OrnmsBY. 

Citadel Fort, Monterey, Mexico, February 26, 1847. 

In tendering my heartfelt congratulations. on your 
brilliant success at Saltillo, [ deem it proper fo" 
_your information to apprise you of our position and 
the operations at this point. On the 20th instant jn 
consequence of the departure of Brigadier General 
| Marshall to join your forces, the command devolyed 
on me. With the exception of a few officers of the 
General Staff of the army.on duty here, and a few 
wounded and sick from the general hospital, the 
force, as you are aware, is entirely volunteers.— 
My regiment, Ist Kentucky foot volunteers, was 
encamped at the Citadel and the Ist. regiment Ohio 
volunteers, under command of Maj. Giddings, occu- 
pied the city. 





the account of party opposition. Coming from the | 
source they do, and appearing in that journal, we | 
know not what to make of them. Our readers must | 
conjure for themselves. The following are the 
letters: 

Washington, Monday morning, April 12. 

We have received fuller intelligence of the inci- 
dents connected with the fall of the castle of San 
Juan. It wasa fall indeed! {[t surrendered without 
being summoned to surrender. 1 take back ali that 
I said about the coon that come down to Capt. Scott. 
The castle did not, hke the coon, wait for an invita- 
tion to come down. Gen. Scott thinks it surrender- 
ed by mistake; for he had not summoned it, or with 
the means he then possessed he was not, he says jus- 
tified in summoning it. 

On the contrary, Gen. Scott was so exceedingly 
desirous thatthe city should surrender, that he was 
ready to pledge himself not to fire from it, or on its 
bastions on the castle—if the Castle would agree not 
to fire on the city. 


It is said here and believed that Gen. Scott was 
not in the secret; that his surprise at the voluntary 
surrender of the Castle, without waiting for a single 
gun to be fired ai, is really, unaffected. It may be 
so. But there is something so unwarrantable about 
the whole affair. Any American who may have 
burned powder and raised hurrahs for the victory 
over the Casile, will feel, after reading the official 
accounts, that he has wasted his powder and distan- 
ced his enthusiasm. 

As to the city of Vera Cruz, it is surprising that it 
resisted at all, even by way of sham. The volunta- 
ry surrender of the Castle requires explanation.— 
Whether it has been the result of cowardice, of 
treachery, or of policy, it does not become an Amer- 
ican to make any great boast of it, as an achieve- 
ment of our arms—for no American (unless it was 
some secret diplomatist) had anything to do witth it. 
There was not a gun fired upon it by our jJand and 
naval forces, 

The surrender of the Castle seems to have been a 
foregone conclusion; and it isa pity, under such cir- 
cuinstances, that a single life should have been sa- | 
crificed to it. 

Ii now appears officially that General Scott is 
bound for the halls of Montezumas; that he will | 
unite withjTaylor onthe way; andjthat,they will meet | 
Santa Anna in the capital—ready to treat for peace, 
so far as he is concerned. 


Washington, April 13th. 

The president, it is said, now confidently expects 
the conclusion of a speedy peace with Mexico.— 
He will renew his efforts to that end, hoping that 
late events will have prepared the hearts of the 
Mexican leaders for peace. The only great diffi- 
culty in his way, is the want of a government in| 
Mexico authorized to conclude a treaty of peace.— | 
jt is believed by some, however, that Santa Anna is | 
in the city of Mexico and that he will unite with | 
the clergy and has been placed in the supreme pow- | 
er. If this be so, we may expect peace; for it must | 
necessarily be the interest, policy and disposition of | 
Santa Anna and the clergy to make peace. 

In the meantime, our means for taking early pos- | 
session of the Mexican capital are provided. More 
reinforcements are to be sent to General Scott, and | 
General Taylor will advance through San Luis Po- | 
tosi to his support. There is now little fear of any | 
battle at the national bridge. It is apprehended that | 
General Scott and his admirably appointed army | 
will have no more fighting—and pluck no more lau.- | 
rels. 

If the Mexicans would not resist his Janding at 
Vera Cruz, and they would force him to accept the 
surrender of the Castle, before he was justified in 
summoning it, who cat believe that they will make 
another stand snywhere else. Besides, the mauli- 
tary occupation of the ports and of the country 
by the United States, is far more desirable to the 
Mexicans than thetr present anarchy. Peace may 
become unaceeptable to the body of the Mexicans, 
for this reason. 











The defences of the city, under the most energetic 
and skilful engineer, Capt. Freser, were far from 
being in a stale of completion, and his utmost exer~ 
tions were called into requisition to place the works 
in condition to resist such force as was probable 
could be brought against it, as was momentarily ex— 
pected. On the morning of the 24th instant, deem- 
ing it prudent to concentrate my forces, ] ordered 
Major Giddings. to join me with his command in the 
Citadel. All the government stores having been 
previou-ly removed and stored here by the exertions 
of the officers in charge of them, and under the ac— 
tive and willing co-operation of my command, I soon 
found myself equal in all respects to sustain the 
honor of our flag if assailed. 


Through my reconnoitring, and other sources of 
information, it was ascertained that large forces of 
the enemy were surrounding me, though none made 
their appearance here; and this was confirmed on 
the morning on the 24th instant by a despatch from 
Lieut. Co}. Irwin, of the 2d Ohio regiment, that his 
command of 130 men was in Marin, surrounded by 
a large body of the enemy under command of Gen. 
Urrea. Subsequently | received such information 
as excited the apprehension that a train of the wa- 
gons, escorted by Lieut. W. F. Barbour, with 30 men 
from the Ist regiment of Kentucky volunteers, 
would be cut off below Marin. 


I despatched Maj. J. B. Shepherd, Ist. regiment 
Kentucky volunteers, with five companies of infan- 
try, thirty mounted men, and two 4-pounders, to re- 
lieve Lieut. Col. Irwin, with discretionary orders to 
proceed beyond Marin, with a view to secure the 
train and escort, and I have the gratification to an— 
nounce that Major Shepherd, who volunteered for 
the service, performed it in the most prompt and 
gallant manner possible, and without loss. e did 
not proceed beyond Marin, having ascertained there 
that the wagons, train and escort, had been captured 
near Ramos. About forty-five persons, nearly all 
teamsters, were killed, a number taken prisoners, 
and the wagons and probably most of the stores des- 
troyed. A few of the teamsters and one of the es- 
cort escaped and have come into this place. 

This morning it was ascertained that the enemy 
was in force at Aqua Frio, (12 miles distant,) and 


_ has surrounded and attacked Col. Morgan, comman- 


ding 21 Ohio volunteers, with about two bundred of 
his command, who was marching to this place. Oa 
the receipt of a despatch from Gol. Morgan, Lieut. 
Col. Irwin, with his command and the troops which 
had been despatched to his relief, encamped at Wal- 
nut Springs, promptly proceeded tothe point and 
arrived in time to reuder essential service in aiding 
Col. Morgan to disperse the enemy. I despatched 
Maj. Giddings, of the Ist Ohio regiment volunteers, 
with three companies of his command to unite with 
Lieut. Irwin in reaching Col. Morgan, but he did 
not reacl the place of attack until the forces in ad= 
vance had dispersed the enemy. Though it is due 
to Major Giddings to say thathe displayed great 
promptness and activity in marching on the duty to 
which he was ordered. 


| have the satisfaciion to announce the return of 
the several detachments above referred to, but re— 
gretto state that one manof this command was 
killed in the affair at Aqua Frio. Col, Morgan has 
arrived here with the larger part of his command, 
and | have the honor to enclose his report. 

In concluding this report, whieh 1 have endeavor-— 
ed to make as brief as possible, I deem it my duty, 
as well as pleasure, to recommend to your especial 
notice, Capt. D. G. Ramsey, ordnance commander, 
whose prompiness and efficiency in the discharge of 
the many duties of his department, are worthy of 
the highest commendation; and, in addition to these, 
he rendered me essential service in aiding, in ar= 
ranging, and drilling a portion of my command in 
arullery tactics. It is my duty and pleasure also to 
commend the very prompt and faithfal manner in 
which Captain A. Mon'gomery, assistant quarter- 
waster, bas discharged his duties, rendered unusually 
onerous by the necessary removal of ail the stores, 
&c. from the city to the fort. 
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Lieut. Stewart, of the 3d- artillery, A.C. S. was 
iduous in the discharge of his duties, and, in ad- 
jon volunteered his valuable aid in drilling men at 
the guns. | 

} the honor to be, very respectfully, &c. 

+ She ar STEPHEN ORMSBY, 


Pot 


, Colonel commanding. 
To Major General Tarror. , 
©’ Com. Army Occupation, Saltillo. 
seats (Louisville Courier. 





Cotonen Harney’s DRAGOON FIGHT, NEAR VERA 
Cavz.—Colone} Harney’s gallant exploits in his ex 
pédition against Medelin, have added another feather 
= aged Of the 2d dragoons, as well as to that of 
the other troops engaged in it. As | am able to give 

ou a eorrect account of the affair I will do so some- 

il. 

cote Heres started on the morning of the 25th, 
with Captain Thornton’s squadron, under the imme- 
diate command of Major Sumner, and fifty cismoun- 
ted dragcons under Capt. Ker, towards Medelin 
‘river, where it was reported thata strong force of 
Mexican cavalry had placed themselves. When he 
reaci:ed the stone bridge over the Morena, about six 
miles from here, he began to reconnoitre, as he had 
received information that the bridge was fortified 
and guarded by two thousand men and two pieces of 
artillery. Shall parties of lancers were seen among 
the thickets as the dragoons approached, and, when 
within about sixty yards of the bridge, Capt. Ker’s 
command received a heavy fire from the breast- 
works, which killed one corporal and severely woun- 
ded two men. Seeing that the bridge was fortified 
and defended by a strong force, the Cvlonel fell back 
and sent 2 request for two pieces of artillery. Capt. 
Hardee, who was engaged on the beach getting his 
horses ashore, hearing of the fight, collected as many 
of his men as had reached the beach, and in passing 
through the camp took all he could find there, and 
marched them (between forty and fifty in number) 
on foot to the Colonel’s assistance. Col. Haskell, 
of the. 2d Tennessee regiment, witha part of four 
companies, and Capt. Cheatham, of the lst Tennes- 
see regiment, also joined the dragoons, and shortly 
after Lieut.. Judd, of the 3d artillery, with bis sub- 
aliern (Lieut. H. Brown) appeared with two pieces 
of cannon. Captain Ker was now placed upon the 
right of the road leading to the bridge, the Tennes- 
seanson the left of it. Capt. Hardee and Lieut. 
Hill were ordered to support the guns and be ready 
to charge into the work; and Major Sumner, with 
the wounded men, was held inreserve. Lieutenant 
Judd now advanced cautiously towards the bridge, 
and as soon as he was seen he received the concen- 
trated fire of the Mexicans, about fifty yards distant 
The parties on the right and left were now ordered 
to extend and commence firing, to direct the ene- 
smy’s attention from Judd’s guns. Lieut. Judd fear- 
lessly opened upon the bridge, and, aller six or eight 
well directed rounds, drove the enemy under the 
cover. HaskelJ, and Cheatham, and Hardee with 
their men, now rushed intrepidlys into the fortifica— 
tion, leaping over the barricade. The enemy fell 
back and formed beyond the bridge. Col. Harney 
ordered the obstacles to be cleared away, and Maj. 
Summer's mounted men galloped up and charged 
across the bridge. The Mexican foot fled into the 
chaparral, but the cavalry were met and routed. A 
y of thirty lancers turned off into a by-road, 
re pursued by Lieuts. Lowry and Oakes and three 
be ae all but five were either dismounted or sa- 
cot Major Sumner and Capt. Sibley had a num- 
ber of personal encounters with the eneiny, who 
were in every instance either killed or dismounted. 
The pursuit was continued to the village of Mede- 
lip, 81x miles beyond the bridge, where another par- 
t of lapcers were seen retreating, and Lieut. Neill, 
the adjutant of the 2d dragoons, pursued them with 
three men. A supporting party was sent after him, 
but his horse being fleeter than the oth.rs he firot 
with the pursued, two of whom closed 


cree fies ith them, but re- 
im. He fought gallantly with them, 
Siined twa lance woants in the arm and breast, and 


is horse. ‘The pursuit was continued two 

res faite: but night coming on the party return- 
ed to Medelin, rested three hours aud returned to 
camp, winch they reached at three o’clock in the 
ruing. Major General Patterson, with Colonel 
Cam bell’s regiment, arrived at the bridge soon af- 
ter Col. Harvey bad made his dispositions for the 
attack, but in a very gentlemanly manner declined 
inking command, but assisted in the attack and as- 
sault, behaving very gallantly, as did likewise Col. 


na a f Col. Harney in preparing 
, dgment o , 

foie anual a his gallant conduct during the 

charge and pursuit, filled the command with admi- 

at ing Any person who has ever seen him can im- 

agine what an impceing figure he must have pre- 





sented dashing through among the Mexican horse- 
men, and hurling them to the earth with his power- 
ful arm and keen blade. In his turn he speaks in 
the most complimentary terms of the bravery and 
energy Of the officers and men who acted under him 
—of Majors Sumner and Beall, of Capt. Hardee, 
(who mounted in the pursuit and joined the Colonel 
as one of his staff,) of Capt. Ker, Lizut. Judd, Lieut. 
Brown, Dr. Barnes, Lieuts. Lowry and Neill, (the 
wounds of Lieut. N. are doing well,) of Col. Has- 
ell, Capt. Cheatham, and the other officers and men, 
both regulars ana volunteers. Col. Haskell was the 
first to leap the parapet of the bridge. Col. Harney 
lost two killed and nine wounded, one of the latter 
being Thomas Young, of Texas, who acted as guide 
and behaved bravely. The exact number of Mexi- 
cans killed is not known, but it is known that over 
fifty fell in the attack and pursuit, most of them 
falling under the sabre. 1 do not know how many 
men the volunteers and Lieut. Judd lost. 





“ARMY OF THE NORTH.” 

Capture or Cuinuanva. Victory upon victory! 
— Whilst waiting in anxious suspense for further 
intelligence from that portion of the army which 
was left by the last accounts from Santa Fe, in ra- 
ther an unpleasant predicament upon the route to 
Chihuahua, under command of Cul. Doniphan, we 
are agreeably relieved by intelligence reaching us 
through the city of Mexico. 

El Republicano of the 15th March announces that 
the American arms have triumphed in Chibahuua— 
that the city of Chihuahua, the capital of the state, 
has fallen. The sirall forces which defended it, 
says the Republicano, were routed. The same num- 
ber of the 17th, complains that the government does 


not publish the details of the fighting, declaring that | 


Mexican courage, says the New Orleans Picayune, 
is not to be daunted by such reverses. As we car- 
not, then, give the details of the action, we may as 
well add the latest news of the position and numbers 
of the opposing forces. It must be borne in mind 
that these accounts are Mexican. 

A letter from Durango is published, dated March 
4th, which says that Gen. Garcia Conde left Chihu- 
ahua on the 19th of February, at the head of 800 
cavalry, to meet the American invaders, and had ar- 
rived on the 22d at the hacienda of Encinillas, which 
is about seventy miles north, on the road to El Paso. 
From Encinillas, Conde pushed forward scouting 
parties, and onthe 23d February moved with his 
main body to the Boguilla del Pastor, which is about 
eighteen miles from Encinillas, and about eighty 
miles from the hacienda of Carmen. It was suppo- 
sed that the United States troops, to the number of 
900, were at Carmen by the 23d, having just march- 
ed thither from Carrizal. It was Conde’s intention to 
wait at Boguilla the attack of the Americans, and 
he was to be joined there by the force of Gey. Heri- 
dia, consisting of 600 infantry, 800 dragoons, and 
ten pieccs of artillery. The junction had not been 
effected on the 23d, Gen. Heridia being then at the 
hacienda of Torreon, which is but a few miles— 
eight or ten, we judge by the maps—from Chikua- 
hua. Whether the junction was effected we do not 
know. Conde’s position is said to have been excel- 
lently chosen; but we find it stated that he had thrown 
up redoubts and blocked up the roads in order to 
hold the Americans in check and favor a retreat in 
case he were beaten. We cannot but infer, from 
the manner in which the Republicano introduces the 
subject, that Chihuahua did not fail till after a battle 
glorious to the American arms, 

The Republicano of the 17th of March reports that 
certain Indians of New Mexico, (Los Chimayos, ) 
to the number of 3,0U0, have risen against the Amer- 


icans, and joined the pueblos previously io insurrec- 
tion. 





MEXICO. 

Our previous dates from the city of Mexico were 
to 27th Feb. The N. Orleans Picayune furnishes 
dates now tothe 27th March. 

The papers (says the Picayune) are occupied with 
the miserable details of the two factions in the city 
of Mexico, one under Gomez Farias, the Vice 
President, the other under Gen. Pena y Barragan. 
Much blood has been shed, but without any decisive 
effect. Both parties were obstinate in their pur- 
pose—the one of retaining power, the other of gain- 
ing it. Accounts were sent off speedily to Santa 
Anna with details of the revolutionary attempt, and 
as he fell back from the North, the combatants fell 
off in their violence, and a kind of hollow truce was’ 
observed before the 17th of March. 

Santa Anna was at Cedral when he heard of the 
revolutionary attempt in the city of Mexico. He 
wrote thence on the 3d of March, avowing his op- 
position to the attempt, and then pushed on to Ma- 








tehuala. He wrote thence on the 6th ultimo te 


r ey ee 
the secretary of war, announcing that he wou! 
march on the capital with 9 large division of his 
forces, and put down the revolution. Another letter 
of the same date to Gomez Farias is full of Kindness 
for him, and vengeance upon the traitors. 

The entrance of Santa Anna into San Luis Potos; 
on the 8th ultimo was a triumphal one. All Classe, 
went out to meet him two or three miles on the 
road. At night he was serenaded and the town jjjy. 
minated. 

The following day he wrote a despatch to th, 
secratary of war, anaouncing that two brigades of 
infantry, composed of 4,000 men, with their corres. 
ponding batteries, were on their march to San Lyi 
and they were to be followed by two others of all 
arms, to the aid of the supreme powers of the Nation 
treacherously attacked. This letter would lead on. 


to suppose conclusively that he intended to put dow, § 


the attempt against Gomez Farias’s administration. 
He denounces in unqualified terms the attempt at 
revolution at such a time. 

But tbe day after, March 10th, he wrote two othe 
letters to Mexico—one to Gen. Barragan, the head 
of the revolutionary party, the other to Gomez F;. 
tias. In these his tone 1s altered. He denounce 
civil dissensions, but is considerate in seeking term 
of courtesy towards Barragan and Farias. He con. 
jures them to deaist from further hostilities in th 
capital, and announces his purpose of proceeding 
thither immediately. He tells Barragan not to fea 
for himself or others comprised by the revolutionary 
attempt; that he has but one desire, te unite 4 
Mexicans, &c. The letter to Gomez Farias is of 
such political importance that we make a hasty 
translation of it: 

Liberating army, &c., March 10, 1847. 

Excellent Sir: Unable to remain indifferent to the 
evils which the heroic capital is suffering—the ric. 
tim of civil war and all the calamities consequent 
upon it—and to the transcendent evils which aie 
thence extended to all the Republic, 1 have deter- 
mined, listening to the voice of my conscience and 
the exigencies of the nation, to submit to the sacri- 
fice of proceeding to the capital to assume the reins 
of government, with which 1 have been entrusted by 
my fellow citizens. . 

1 communicate this for your intelligence, praying 
you that until 1 present myself in the capital, which 
will be very sooa—for 1 shall proceed thither by 
forced journeys—you will give direction to suspend 
hostilities of every kind, in obedience to the voice 
of reason and humanity, which is impiously outraged 
by the shedding of Mexican blood, which ought only 
to flow on fields of battle in driving back our unjust 
invaders. 

To Gen. Matias de la Pena y Barragan, Chief of 
the Pronunciados, | have made the same recommen- 
dation, and | trust that the chiefs of both the bellig: 
erent forces will observe the truce indicated, i 
consideration of the noble views which impel me (0 
solicit it. ! 

I transmit this for your intelligence and that it may 
receive compliance from you out of respect to Ili 
patriotic enus 1 have proposed to myself. God and 
Liberty. 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

There followed from these letters, whieh were 
published on the 13th or 14th, a suspension of hostil 
ities, though each party accused tne other of viol 
lating the truce. Santa Aona had not arrived on 
the 17th, out would encounter no difficulty in assum 
ing power. All parties were waiting for him Imp 
tiently, and each claiming that he will side ¥" 
them. Representations had been made to him 
abundance, and large delegations of iufluential - 
had gone on towards San Luis to meet and _ 
ate him. The report sent us dy Mr. Kendall | 
he wasin the capita! by the 19.h, and in full pos 
sion of power, we have no doubt was true. 
aan enema —— 


TOBACCO TRADE. 











SPEECH OF MR. JOHN G. CHAPMAN, OF MD: 
House of Representatives, Feb. 27, 184i 

The house being in committee of the whole rt 
state of the Union, and having under considera 
the bill to increase the revenue desirable from 
ties upon imports, also for the sales of ede 
lands to aid in the prosecution of the war jb “ 
ico, Mr. Chapman, of Md., offered the follo 
amendment to the bill, of which he had give®? 
vious notice in the house: 

“Sec. —. And be it fnrther enacted, That from ‘i 
after the first day of July next there shall mR 
twenty per centum ad valorem, in addition an 
duties on the following articles, that isto 4 
woollen cloths and cassimeres; on all manu ¥" 
of cotton which are dyed, colored, printed, . i 
ed; on all laces; on bleached and unbleacne 
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goods; on all 


eign state, kingdom, or government producing or 
Manulacturing any of the said articles herein enum- 
Cialed, upon a duty not exceeding the maximum or 
highest rate of duty chargeable on any of them, and 
that any citizen of the United States may export 
the tobacco of the United States directly therefrom 
to any port of place of any such foreign state, king- 
dom, or government, and there dispose of the same 
upon as good terms as any citizen or subject of said 
slate, kingdom, or government, as far as any regulu- 
tion of government may affect the same, then the 











such of the said articles as are of the produce or 
manufacture of such state, kingdom, or government 
as shall admit the tobacco as aforesaid.” 

Mr. Chapman addressed the house and committee 
as follows: 

Mr. Cuarrnman: The value of the time of the 
house, at this period of the session, requires that I 
should present my views in as condensed a form as 
possible. I shall, therefore, give but the outline of 
the argument to the house, reserving the usual privi- 
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said additional duty upon iron, not manufactured by 
rolling in whole or in part; on all manufactures of 
1roD; on ceal; on all vessels or wares, articles and 
manufactures of glass; on plain, moulded, and pres. 
sed glass, and other glass wares; on china ware, por- 
celain ware, earthen ware, stone ware, and all other 
Ware composed of earth on mineral substance, shall 
a remilted, so far as regards such of the articles 
oe recited as are of the produce or manufacture 
oF such state, kingdom, or governments as shall ad- 
mit the tovacev, the growth of the Unitee States, as 
1 nea “nd provided, further, That according as 
dope ies kKiaz,dom or government shall hereafter, 
on tug co tine, reduce the rate of duty imposed 
rit tuDacco, the produce of the United States, be- 
ote mMaximuu or highest rate of duty imposed 
yh lls act upon the foregoing last enumerated arti- 
oa and whenever the said reduction shall be made 
Ard tu the satisfaction of the president of the 
tas States, then shali the duties upon the said ar- 
ea ast cuumerated ve reduced upon a like scale 
Orresponding reciprocal rativ, so far as regacds 








lege, and in accordance with the practice pursued 
here, of furnishing a fuller illustration. 

The importance of the tobacco trade between this 
country and Europe to the country which I represent 
will justify my claiming, for a short time, the atten- 
tion of the house, while 1 endeavor to state the na- 
ture and extent of that trade, the restrictions impos- 
ed upon it by foreign governments, and the only 
means, in my judgment, by which the grievances 
under which that interest labors can be lessoned or 
removed. In looking to the commercial relations 
between this country and the several governments of 
Europe, from a period before the revolutionary war, 
and the exchange of preductions between us, I find 
that the article of tobacco has been always among 
the most prominent and important articles of com- 
merce, and for a long time the chief article of export 
from this country to Europe. 

The object which I have in view is toshow that 
the culture of tobacco, and the commerce which 
arises from it, is among the most important interests 
of the country; that this interest has never received 
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any aid or protection from the government; and that 
as an important article of commerce between this 
country and the different countries of Europe, it is 
subject to inordinate and excessive duties, such as 
have never been levied or imposed upon any other 
ont oh ennneres. 
intend, sir, to review, as rapidly as I can 
hope not to fatigue the house in doing so, the — 
tions and regulations of the most prominent of the 
governments of Europe imposed upon and govern- 
ing this production; and I shall advert to the mea- 
sures which our government has heretofore adopted 
u,on the subject oi the trade in this article, and shall 
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ported except cotton. I take leave here to refer 
the house to tables prepared from the records of the 
treasury, showing the amount of exports from 1821 
to 1845, inclusive, by which it appears that the val- 
ue of tobacco exported exceeds that of any other 
pruduction except cotton. That I may not fatigue 
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147,168 7,469,819 





2d. Let us now inquire upon what terms this pro- 





confine my remarks to the only remedy, if there be 
any remedy, which this government can adopt for 
the grievances under which this important produc- 
tion labors. 

Ist. Before cotton was extensively introduced in 
the cultare of the country, tobacco was the chief and 


the house by dwelling too minutely upon the statis— 
tics of the commerce of the country, I have pre- 
pared a synopsts of the exports of the last year, 


which has been furnished by the treasury department 


ending June 31st, 1845, and it appears: 
That the fisheries hb Ided 


$4,407,124 
The productions of the forest in timbers, pel- 


duction is admitted into foreign countries, and how 
far the much talked of free trade system operates 
upon it. It is. true, sir, that tobacco isan article 
that will bear a heavy tax, without being onerously 
felt by the consumer, bu! the tax also operates op- 
pressively upon the producer. It is used by every 
individual in smaJ] quantities, and therefore the tax 











And let it 
t which ¢ 
nded to fe 
the coun 
e tani po 
Pe, operat 


“ ane Set ree 3 * sundae Sogo ah 
5 Rae Ele BE OO gh PTE LET OOO EEE EL LOG 05 i RIOTEL TS LIST NIN A 


le alone, a 


most important article of export. It served as a hres 
* point. 


isnot sensibly felt by him. The operation of the 
medium of remittance and exchange between this 


restrictions imposed by most of the governments of 













try, dyes, ashes, &c. 


6,559,424 
Wheat and flour 


5 735 372 











































country and Europe, and was the chief currency | Rice 2,160.456 | Europe is felt by the producer in the smaller quanti- i “led ur: 

with which we purchased foreign productions, either | Cotton 51.739,643 | ty consumed, and the diminished price which he re: our consi 

as necessaries or articles of luxury. Manufactures of cotton 4,327.928 | ceives for his labors, by reason of the immense pro- “nue of ¢ 

For the last twenty-five years the exports of tobac- | All other manufactures and manufactured fit which the consumer is compelled to pay to the Dishing th 

co have not increased in value in the ratio of its pro- J SERED,» the leaf $7 460.819 6,307,721 | government. ~ and t 

duction; but, notwithstanding the rapid and immense | yy factured tobacco "538.433 The following table, compiled from the records ied ana 

increase in other articles, it is still, next to cotton, ~~ 8.008.317) Of the, government, shows the export of tobacco nat Bo i 

the greatest in value of any of the productions of! Thus it appears, sir, that of all the productions of | OM the United States from 1821 to 1845, exhidl- hp 

the country. a a Cth this vast country, the article of tobacco is second in tam we thew Sbttelo; the waReter oF ee Ml experi 

There is no correct statistical information of the | ymount in the commerce of the country, and, after | "® rs — average value per hogshead,f and the val- Dve whiet 

amount of tobacco grown in the country before 1840, | cotton, affords a larger sum forthe interchange of the ° “ oe in» theslest. The difference etn Cl, and ir 

but it is compnied upon satisfactory data, that the | foreign commodities than any other. the value of tobacco in the hogshead and the tola Ppa 

# five principal tobaceo-growing States, Virginia, Ken- | — 7 value of the article exported is the value of manu- Prete 

Me tucky, Tennessee, Maryland, and North Carolina, 1 co eae. pounds of to bacco gathered in each | factured tobacco exported last year. [Table A] emo 

i o . . . . . . € 

a. eodapiyest’ fhe Palution of the country in 1840 | Maine, 52 Mississippi, 145,212| _ That the operation of the restrictive policy of 11° Biiduly, higt 

" A ¢ 75 198  cineede wales 319 163 New Hampshire, 290 Louisiana, 118,146 | governments of Europe may be understood, and the Y do hot, t 

ye: ror eper cain f whi i ay 793 ho co ms on 4 mini Massachusetis, 97,297 ‘Tennessee, 28,289,171| immense amount of revenue, which they raise from MM for con 
if 319 pounds, o c ’ gsneads. weg ing | Rhone Island, 499 Kentucky,  45,494.083/ this one staple of the United States, I here ask leave ba 

i met et agent Wp ba The yee of "oe eng re Ohio, 5,264,766] 19 call the attention of the house to a statement [me | °F 

i 1844 amounted to ; pounds according to} Vermont, { Indiana, 2,660,408 —e 

pia the report of the commissioner of Patents. ‘The | New York, 1,086 Illinois, — 984,960; itis here proper to state that the hogshead is hat woul 

HE bulk of the crop was formerly producen east of the New Jersey, 2,958 Missouri, 12,727,350) calculated at 1,200 pounds; and to show that the lies by th 

My mountains. The greater part is now grown west of io nacelle — Geenaste, 212,266 | enormous duty levied by Great Britain upon tobac- al Britain, 

: the mountanis, most of which finds a market at, | yos@ware, aichigan, 2,725! co is productive of enormous frauds upon her reve- ‘it duties 

d is shipped from’ New Orleans. 1 will not fa- Maryland, 21,199,696 Florida, 86,877 it is esti impotts into Great our 

and is shippe : . ' Viraitite. 59.6%7,369 Wisconsin, 369 | nue, it Is estimated that the total imports into a. fy toba, 

tigue' the house by stating the particular amounts! Nori) Carolina, 16,129,474 Iowa, 11,153 Britain, upon which duties are collected, are 27,00 , : ulies 

grown in each state. As an article of trade and | South Caroulina, 55,654 Dist. of Columbia, 65,651! 900 pounds less than the exports from the U. States se uporte 

commerce, tobacco is the second interest in the Georgia, 141,523 ___| thither. This arises, in a great measure, from the ' the eo; 

country, and exceeds in amount any other article ex- | Alabama, 264,018 194,694,891 | contraband trade carried on in the article. ©) partic 
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showing to what countries the tobacco from the U. 
States is sent, and the amounts exported to each 
ountry, a8 correctly as the commercial statistics of 
tbe country will enable us to ascertain: [Table B.] 


it appears, sir, that in the year ending Juue, 
PP pei pe exported 147, 168 hogsheads, val- 
er in this country at $7,469,819. A table here in- 
serted will show to what countries it was sent, and 
the amount to each: [Table D.] 


Now sir, here is one of the productions of the 
country, to the value of $8,008,317, exported al- 
most exclusively to Kurope. 

| will now invite the attention of the houze to the 
amount of revenue which is levied upon this staple 
by the governments under whose laws it is imported. 


The following table, exhibiting the tariff of import |. 


duties on tobacco, is from Elliot’s comparative tariffs, 
and by Joshua Dodge, who was special agent to Su- 
rope, and is communicated by the secretary of the 
treasury, May 27, 1842. {Table E.} 


Upon this amount of exports, 86,396 hogsheads, 
(after deducting the amount consumed in Gibraltar 
and Malta, free ports,) costing in the United States 
$6,450,620, Mr. Dodge estimates the revenue deriv- 
ed in Europe to be $35,071,820, which estimate 1s 
assumed by the then secretary of the treasury. [f 
uch was the revenue of 1837 or ’38 upon the quan- 
lity that year exported, what must it have been in 
1845 upon almost twice the amount exported? The 
duty in every country of Europe is specific, and port 
duties are the same, whether the tobacco costs in this 
ountry five dollars or fifty. The duty then, the last 
ear, according to that ratio, upon 147,168 hogs- 
heads, have been about $59,857,984; being an aver- 
age of about six hundred per cent. upon the cost of 
he article. But sir, the duties range, as will be 
een from the tables and statistics herewith exhibit- 
d, from seventy five to nearly two hundred per cent. 
jpon the cost of the article in our ports, and furnish 
commentary upon their theory of free trade and 
heir professions for reciprocity. 

And now Mr. Chairman, compare the amount of 
luties levied by this government upon the importa- 
ions from Europe with the duties levied there upon 
bur tobacco, and what a contrast does it present.— 
he whole amount of imports in the year last refer- 
ed to (1845) was $117,254,564, and the duties levi- 
dupon that amount was $26,653,809 36 nett, not an 
verage of 20 per cent. 
And now sir, without stopping to inquire from 
hat countries the particular items of goods, wares, 
nd merchandize are imported upon which our reve- 
ve is levied, and without unnecessarily burdening 
J argument with the specific amounts imported 
om each of the countries of Europe, it 1s sufficient 
D contrast the revenue levied in Europe upon this 
aple with that levied here upon the imported pro- 
iclions which we consume. The tables and statis- 
tthere referred to sufficiently show the difference 
d inequality without publishing a fuller illustra- 
mn, 

And let it be borne in mind, too, that the tariff un- 
f which those duties in 1845 were levied was in- 
hded to foster and protect the labor and industry 
the country, and not for revenue alone; whereas 
elaniff policy of most of the governments of Eu- 
pe, Operating upon the tobacco trade, 13 fur reve- 
¢ alone, and is intended to be at the highest reve- 
» point. Whether a greater amount would be 
lected under a system of diminished duties, is not 
our consideration. I have no doubt that the nett 

“nue of Great Britain would be increased by di- 
Nishing the duty on tobacco from three shillings 
one, avd that would be equivalent at the present 
“és to 400 per cent.; whereas the highest duty 
led by luis government upon any aiticle from 


os Britain does not exceed 40 per cent. ad va- 
mn, 



















n! experience shows that there-isa maximum 
‘Which duties imposed for revenue fail in their 
fel, and in adjusting a tariff for revenue there 
St be discrimination. Where the duty operates 
rr productions which come in cow peti- 
du oe productions of the country imposing 
hdc. igh duties operate as protection: where 
Hol, they hold out an inducement and pre- |. 
® for contraband trade. J 
TECT OF a 








MODIFICATION OF OUR DUTIES UPON 
TOBACCO. 


br would be the effect of the repeal of the mo- 
4 $ by the governments of France, Austria, and 
*} Ps and the reduction of the imposts and 
a by the other European governinents 
of 4 moons to a standard approximating to the | c 
*" Uhes which we levy upon their productions | c 
ported into this country? It would sir, in- 
le, * Consumption fourfuld; it would put this |b 


8,000 to 10,000 hhds. 


tory ol the negotiations upou this subject. It would 
occupy more time of the house than 1 would have a 
right lo consume. 
this subject was one of deep and absorbing interest 
for many years. 
Jackson, Mr. Van Buren, and Mr. Tyler, several 
agents were sent to Europe to treat upon this branch 
of commerce, and our ministers to France, England, 
Prussia, and Belgium have been instructed to bring | 
the subject to the attention of the different govern- | 


upon them a repeal or modification of their heavy 
restrictions and monopolies. 
own state, who had given greal attention to this sub- 


ed particularly with this branch of commerce. 
inquiries, as well those of our agents, were minute | 
and particular; their eflorts constant and unremitted. | have been offered to us Upon this subject. 
The impolicy, the inequality, and injustice of those 
duties have been properly represented to the several 
governments of Europe, yet no change has been 
made, except in Holland and Belgium. 


which is chiefly consumed in smoking, within the 
reach of the greater part of their population. They 
are now excluded from the use of it by the enormous 
price which, by reason cf the duties, it commands, 
and it is only used when mixed with the inferior pro- 
duct of their own country. An estimate was made 
by Mr. Dodge, an intelligent agent sent by this gov- 
ernment to different parts of Europe to examine into 
the state of the tobacco trade, by which he shows 
that 422,344 hogsheads would be exported to Europe 
and consumed there under a moderate rate of duties. 
His reasoning is plausible and the conclusions may 
be correct; but if one half the amount estimated by 
him would be required, the price would be rela- 
Seely enhanced, and the planter remunerated for his 
abor. 


But it would have another important effect: it 


shipping; would have an important and beneficial in- 
fluence upon foreign exchanges, and enable us to 
import foreign goods at a much cheaper rate. But 
it has been charged that the price which the planter 
receives does not depend upon the duty levied on the 
article. It would be strange if it did not. The price 
is affected in a double aspect: first, the high duties 
must be paid upon that which is not contraband.— 
This lessens the amount consumed in every country, 
because it makes a luxury too expensive to be with- 
in reach of any except the opulent, and causes al- 
most all who consume it to to mix it with the infe- 
rior tobacco grown upon the continent. Thus a 
smaller quantity being required than is imported, 
the imperative law of demand and supply applies to 
it, and so much more being produced than is requir- 
ed under the high government exactions for those 
who are able to consume it, the price must necessa- 
rily decline. And again sir, under the present du- 
ties—for instance, in England and Austria the con- 
sumer has to pay so mueh to the government, the 
tax itself being from six to fifteen times as much as 
it sells for here—there is nothing left for the planter. 
The principle that the duty upon an article is paid 
by the consumer must be modified in its application 
to the high taxes on tobacco. Although paid by the 
consumers, it is, in some measure, the planter’s loss; 
for the tax is paid by withdrawing from him a fair 
price for his commodity. The duty of 72 cents in 
England a pound makes it cost the consumer 80 or 
90. The government must be paid. If the duty 
was 100 per cent. instead of the present high rate, 
the consumer would obtain it at from 20 to 25 cents 
a pound, and this would afford the planter a better 
price than he now receives. The difference, there- 
fore, between 25 cents a pound and 90 is the plan- 
ter’s loss, supposing the article always to sell at the 
present price in the English market. 

And now sir, what has been done to remedy the 
evils under which this interest has been permitted to 
labor from the commencement of the government to 
the present time? Much has been attempted, little 
accomplished. As early us 1785, Mr. Jeflerson, then 
representing this government at the court of France, 
called the attention of that government to their re- 

strictions on this article of commerce, and remon- 
strated against the monopoly of the trade by the go- 

vernment. He succeeded in obtaining a relaxation 

of the restrictions, and for the next year the impor- 

tation into France amounted to 35,000 hhds. The 

restrictions were again increased, and the amount of 
tobacco imported was reduced, and does not exceed 


It would be needless to travel over the whole his- 


would increase greatly the amount of the exports of | protected by adequate duties. 
the country; would employ a greater amount of|tures of different kinds have 
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to benefit this staple. They memorialized congress, 
and asked that suitable action should be taken to in- 
duce foreign governments to lessen their duties upon 
and repeal their monopolies of tobacco. Agents and 
ministers were sent, as I have stated, to negotiate 
upon the subject, and yet no benefit has resulted 
from it, except that in Belgium the duty on all 
American tobacco is now the same, and the transit 
duty on that which is intended for the German mar- 
ket has been reduced. 

I think sir, I am sustained fully by facts and ex- 
perience when I say that this interest has been more 
neglected than any other of the great interests of the 
country. Every other interest of the country has 
met with some favor or production from the govern: 
ment. Cotton was protected as long as necessary by 
a duty which was prohibitory. Grain has also been 
Iron, hemp, manufac- 

each been properly 
cared for. Salutary laws have been passed to fos- 
ter and protect your commercial marine. Your 
fisheries have received encouragement and aid, and 
bounties and drawbacks have been extended to them. 
— But nothing has been done to ensure an increased 
demand for tobacco, or to lessen the restrictions im- 
posed by foreign governments upon its admission in 
their ports, by which the producer would receive an 
increased price. J should do injustice to distinguished 
gentlemen who have represented the district which 
I now have the honor to represent, as also to those 
who have represented other portions of the country 
interested in the growth of this staple, if I did not 
say that efforts had been made from time to time to 
direct the attention of the government to the subject 
and to obtain favorable action to this interest. But 
sir, all those efforts have been fruitless and unavail- 
ing; and it becomes us to inquire if there-is not some 
mode by which the government can aid and encoure 
age this interest, to place it by its arrangements upon 
an equality with the other staple productions of the 
country. It were needless to inquire whether the 
efforts and attempted action of the government on 
this subject heretofore have been wise or not. They 
have failed. Al! the efforts made have been fruitless 
and unavailing. The same restrictions exist; the 
same enormous duties and exactions are Jeyied b 
the governments of Europe, and so will continue 
until our own government shall speak upon the sub. 
ject in a language not to be misunderstood or unhee- 
ded. 1am aware, sir, of the difficulties attending all 
efforts to draw the attention of the government to 
this subject, from the fact that the tobacco interest 
has but few representatives on this floor. But, sir, 
although a few, we know our rights as citizens of 
this government, and we ask no more than has been 
done for other interests, and we ask it in the confi- 
ding faith that justice will be done to us. 

We have seen, Mr. Chairman, that it is second to 
no other interest of the country, except cotton; that 
it contributes more to the comme 
and affords more of the exchanges for foreign pro- 
ductions; and that it is burdened and oppres-ed by 
such duties and restrictions as are not permitted to 
be imposed upon any of the other productions of the 
country. Sir, this staple engages in jts cultivation 
and manufacture more than a million and a half of 


the population of the United States and a large por- 
tion of our shipping. 





— 





ree of the country 


And now, let me_ask, is there any remedy fur the 
grievances under which we labor? Negotiation in 
the most amicable spirit has been tried; for filteen 
years bas this government had her agents abroad va 
this subject. Sine of the ablest aud most eXperi— 
enced men, learued civilians, accomplished diplomas 
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lt will be recollecied sir, that a convention of to- 
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lists, and sagacious commercial ineu have been depu- 
ted to treat upon this Subject. It has been brousht 
lo the attention of the governments of Kurope in the 
inost imposing form. All that could be done by ne- 
gotiation has been done. The §everuments of Kyu- 
rope are asked to place this article of commerce upon 
au equal fueling with oiher arlicies; to admit this 


production tn their ports upon terms approaching te 


reciprocity. But we have asked iw vain. Piney talk 
of free trade and awicabie alraogemeuts ia reply — 
bul their duties are not diuoipished, tueir reslricliuus 
are nol removed, their regies are ot repealed, uur 


their monopolies discharged. 
and is like to coulinue 
will permitit. 

Let us look at some of the (realty stipulations whieh 
ave Phe Zoli 
Verein treaty was oue of the effurts wade lo benefit 
this trade. 1i was not acceptable lo the country. 
Ibe concessions which it required of other iterests 
lor the small diminution of duties on tovaces were 
believed to be tuo great, and it contained principles 
Which could nut be admitted without yielding to the 
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in laying that treaty on the table, Butit is known 
te the country that its ratification would by implica- 
tien have conferred the power of legislation upon the 
president and senate, without the action of the house 
of representatives, and thus have put the whole tariff 
policy of the country, its industry and its revenues, 
under executive restraints and control. I mean not 
to speak of the reasons which influenced senators in 
their action on thattreaty. The action of the senate 
and the fate of that treaty are matters of history, 
and we may reasonably infer some of the considera- 
tions which led to its defeat, and we may conjecture 
the consequences which would have flawed from its 
ratification as a precedent of executive encroach- 
ment upon the legislative functions of the govern- 
ment. 

There is another treaty, sir, now pending, which, 
if rumor be true, is liable to similar objections. The 
particulars of that treaty have not been published, 
and I know nothing of it. But rumor will be not dumb, 
and it is said its ratification has been opposed be- 
cause of the unequal! concessions made for small and 
unimportant advantages to the tobacco trade. I 
speak of the treaty with the king of Hanover. 

Such doubtless will be the terms and character of 
any treaty which could be negotiated. The govern- 
ments of Europe will part unwillingly with any por- 
tion of their taxes upon tobacco, and then upon terms 
so far femoved from reciprocal advantage that the 
government will not acquiesce in the stipulated con- 
cessigns. 

Mr. Wheaton, in his despatch No. 202, dated at 
Stuttgard, July 22, 1842, says: 

“That the associated states are not at present wil- 
ling to make any reduction in the duties on our leaf 
tobacco, unless they can be assured that it will be 
followed by a corresponding reduction on their 

roductions and fabrics imported into the United 
tates.” 

Such is the disposition of all the governments of 
Europe which levy heavy duties and exactions upon 
our tobacco—the second staple of the country. They 
are willing to abate those duties, which now range 
from one huncred to two thousard per cent., if such 
an expression is correct in mercantile language, 
provided this government will diminish the duties 
which are levied ix our ports upon their fabrics and 

roduction, averuging about twenty per cent. Where 
is the reciprocity? That principle was well sustain- 
ed by the associated states in the Zoll Verein treaty, 
whici: was not ratified by our governinent, because, 
as is believed, it contained concessiuns upon our 

art more than equivalent for the unimportant re- 
duction which they propose to make in their duties 
upon our tobacco. The difficulty of effeeting any 
arrangement with the German customs union is in- 
creased, by the terms und nature of that association, 
asevery alteration in their tariff, entered into by 
one of the associated states, requires the unanimous 
consent of tne slates compusing the customs union 
or Zolli Verein. Hence, to treat with one of those 
states is to treat with all—any arrangement entered 
into with one of them, requiring the ratifiacation of 
all the others —the diversity of interests and contra. 
riety of views inducing different opinions and con. 
clusions, as their various interests may direct them- 

To show the unreasonable demands of the different 
states composing the customs union, I ask the atten- 
tion of the heuse to a communication from the min 
ister of toreign affairs of the king of Wurtemberg to 
Mr, Wheaton, the American plenipotentiary, dated 
September 25, 1842. He says: 

“The conierence nevertheless does not, toits great 
regret, find ilseif at the present moment ina situation 
to take any other determination upon the question of 
the tariff of raw toba:co, or to engage in a more di- 
rect negotiation upon this subject; among other rea- 
sons, because, above all, there does not al present 
exist any precise proposition as to the advantages 
which the government of the United States, in case 
of a reduction of the tobacco duties, would be dis. 
posed to accord reciprocally to the customs union.” 

Now, sir, here is a seutiment which clearly de— 
moustrates that we are to look for no change in the 
policy of those states. It contains the secret of their 
negotiation with us. Ihey require (urther conces— 
sions from us. hat we shail accord other advan- 
tagss”’ jor a reduction of their dulies on lobacco.— 
We have scen thal those duties amount lo abuul 100 
per cent. upon the value of our production, and thas 
the duties jievied by this government upon th 
imported productions of those states do nol exceed 
3U per cent.; and yet, lorsovth, they ask that other 
advantages shail be viflered to them tor a Swall dim. 
jnution of their excessive exactions upon the only 
article which they import irom this country which 
can in any manner coupete with their productions, 
This is the ‘reciprocity which ts accorded” to us— 
aud we have borne il, and negoliated, or allempilea 
to negotiate, with the hope ol effecting something 


like reciprocity, but in vain. They would expect 
us to reduce our import duties, which in compa: 

to theirs are but nominal on these productions, before 
they would reduce theirs in any way upon the tobacco 
imported from this country. This is the free trade 
system whieh pte offers for our adoption. 

Thus may we judge of the course of policy which 
is likely to be continued towards us; and the govern- 
ments of panty 9 will not part with this fruitful soures 
of revenue as long as they are permitted to retain it, 
and 1t Becomes a question of grave import by what 
means they can be brought to ae that policy, 
and to remove the restrictions which bear so heavily 
upon one of the principal productions of the country. 

he time may have passed when it was most proba- 
ble that our demands would have been listened to, 
and this production placed upon the basis of recipro- 
cal exchange. But it is never too late to seek what 
is right, and to actin a spirit of candor with that 
becoming firmness which the justice of the demand 
will sanction, that the principle of reciprocity should 
be extended to this article of commerce. 

Now, sir, there are two modes of commercial ar- 
rangement; the one by negotiation, the other a resort 
to discriminating or countervailing duties. The first 
has been tried, and has proved unavailing. The only 
remedy is a resort to such countervailing duties upon 
the productions of those countries where our tobacco 
is burdened with onerous duties and restrictions as 
will induce those governments to open their ports 
upon more favorable terms, or to treat with us so as 
to produce a system of exchange of productions upon 
terms more nearly approaching to reciprocity. It 
is not without precedent in this government, and we 
cannot now expect to break down the tobacco imo- 
nopolies, or to procure any diminution of the duties 
and restrictions of those guverniments by negotiation 
alone. 

DISCRIMINATING DUTIES. 


As early as 1730 (August 5th) a report was made 
in the senate recommending duties on tonnage; and 
in 1790 Mr. Jefferson, the secretary of state, in an 
able report, giving the history of the fisheries and 
the trade in oil, recommends retaliatory duties upon 
foreign oils, and says: ‘“‘lf there be anything unfriend- 
ly in this, it was in the first example.” In 1793, in 
a report made to congress by Mr. Jefferson, secreta- 
ry of state, upon the commercial intercourse of the 
United States with foreign nations, and measures 
necessary to be adopted, he uses this language: 

“The following principles, being founded in reci. 
procity, appear perfectly just, and effer no cause of 
complaint to any section. Ist. Where a nation im- 
poses high duties on our productions, or prohibits 
them altogether, it may be proper for us do the same 
by them, first burdening or excluding those produc- 
tions which they bring here in competition with our 
own of the same kind, selecting next such manulac- 
tures as we take from them in greatest quantity,” 
&e. 

In the same report he further says. 

‘*‘When once it shall be perceived that we ars 
either in the system or in the habit of giving equal 
advantages to those who extinguish our commerce 
and navigation by prohibitions, as to those who treat 
beth with liberality and justice, liberality and jus- 
tice will be converted by all into duties anc prohi- 
bitions. It 1s not the moderation and justice of oth- 
ers that we are to trust for fair and equal aceess to 
market with our productions, or for our share in the 
transportation of them, but our means of indepen- 
dence, and the firm will to use them.” 

In 1790 an act was passed imposing discriminating 
tonnage duties on foreign vessels. In 1802 propo- 
sals were made by Great Britain for a repeal of 
discriminating duties, and at the next session (Jan- 
uary, 1803, a resolution was reported authorizing 
the repeal to “take effect in favor of any foreign na- 
lion, ‘‘whenever the president shal! be satisfied that 
the discriminating or countervailing duties of such 
foreign nation, so far as they operate to the disadvan- 
tage of the United States, have been abolished.” 

Discriminating duties were imposed, by the act of 
July 1, 1812, upen all goods imported in foreign ves. 
sels, and also upon tonnage; and in 1315 an act was 
passed repealing so much of preceding acts as impo- 
sed discriminating duties upon the tunnage of foreign 
vessels or their cargoes, to take effect in favor of any 
foreign ination, ‘whenever the president shall be satis- 
fie: thatine discriminating or countervailing duties 


of such foreign nation, so far as they operate to the | 


disadvautage of the United States, nave veen abol- 
ished.” ‘i'hus it will ve seen thal ine Commercial 
system of the United States depends upon legisiation, 


and there are aulnourities 1 the acis vl the govern | Upot) lenis appiusc ibig tu quttity. 
ment and the opinions of her west distinguished | Our mituister to Besianu, | 


stalesmen in favor of countervailing duties Deng 
resorted tu tu protect our Commerce agaist (the 
exorditant exactious oi tureign gorernmeuts Tbe 





act of 1515 is a case directly in point. 


And now let me ask, is it not the only EPI wi 
constitution vests in ‘the congress to levy anq coma 
lect taxes, duties, and imposts,” and ‘to re i 
commerce with foreign nations.” Hence jt ‘heg our | 
ifest that existing duties upon foreign importa. [ee free! 
cannot be the subject of negotiation without than only ! 
tion of congress, and no arrangement for recine.” sump! 
duties can be entered into by negotiation with , ~~ hope 
eign power unless the stipulations of the treaty.” on thi 
based upon an act of congress. All duties anq on verpn 
mercial regulations depend upon acts of Congres, Be jicy- 

and can be repealed only by the authority which “, rope 


acted them. foreig 
This power does not depend upon implication 4 ’ their | 
is one of the express grants, it is the principa| ie tural 
relinquished by the states to the general government opinio 
and it is well known that some of the states, am, call al 


which was Maryland, refused to part with the powe, ed in | 


over imposts and tonnage until the question He sa} 
public doimiate was also settled. , of the “it 

The treaty-making power has no control over {}), that tI 
subject independent of legislative provision. Wha), its 10] 
ever concerns our foreign relations belongs to jj, be cor 
treaty making power, and is to be regulated by it, venue 
not consistent with the constitution, and is to by But as 
regulated in the manner requircc and prescribed by comp! 
the constitution. The imposition of duties po such re 
imports, or arrangements for reciprocal duties 9 ary 

c 


equivalent commercial advantages, are not subjec 
to the treaty making power, because they come with. Hert 
in the range of powers granted to another branch Sete 
of the government. They are excluded from {hy Europe 



















control and action of the treaty making power, ang duties 
being the greatest powers vested in the governneny, equival 
and delegated to the three branches, the represen. [me 224 © 
tuves, the senate, and the president, whose combined from t 
action is necessary in passing all laws. Hence, sir, ment f 
a treaty cannot do that which the constitution re which 
quires should be done by law; and a trealy requir. the Up 
ing a diminution of duties by this government on cortesp 
any foreign production, as an equivalent for a repeal riff of d 
or modification of these restrictions upon the staples sphere 
of this country, would be void, as not coming within are thos 
the range of the treaty making power; and we have subt 
abundant evidence in our negotiations that there will duction: 
he no repeal of these duties upon our tobacco with they mi 
out making concessions on our part. No treaty will et a 
be made by England, France, or Prussia and th Mes t 
other states of the German customs union, by whieh aa 
the duties and restrictions upon this staple will | enough. 
lessened or relaxed, unless this government wil alba g 
grant some concessions upon the duties, however sim ww ard 
low, which we levy upon their productions, W and the 
are now under no treaty obligations which pronii™ “ere 'm 
imposing countervailing or discriminating duties; per cent 
and ifthe tariff policy of the world is to be caanged am bs 
it is important to us, both for the protection to ov rari e 
fabrics and agricultural and mineral productions, th py 
in the adjustment of a new commercial system, "qe |, ty to 
should have a higher tariff tostart with, that we ma seen 
have something to give up asan equivalent for come -~ | 
cessions which we may ask them tomake. Ifa ge a id 
erel commercia! arrangement was now about to | hi ‘ . 
entered into with all nations, and our tariff not mo an “sd bi 
than thirty per cent., would other nations dim datian. € 
their duties upon our productions without an aba “ eo 
ment of ours upon their productions? Upon colt nt ig 
and riee their duties have been diminished or repel cone 
ed, as their interests prompted them; and 10, up My 
other commodities exported from this cou the {i vi 
they have been influenced by their interest or cu edminiots 
dity. Minister, 
I wish not, by any thing that I have said, ‘0! “lism 
understood as meaning tu limit the trealy makit it is possi 
pewer, or to confine its operations more narrow the mainy 
than is limited by the grants of the comstitution down the 
desire not to be misunderstood: | mean to insist "HE where fo, 
duties on imports and ihe revenues of this gové News 
ment cannot be the subject of treaty arrangemer demand ‘i 
They belong to the legisiature; aad that a trealy Wie vad 
a foreign power, in which the duties imposed Constituts 
this government on foreign fabrics and producti oer ees 


are diminished, would be inconsistent with the ¢ feidered 1 
stitution, and void; and that the treaty making * duties and 
can form no treaty by which the revenues are Would un 


lessened or affected. [i negutialion can effect these vo 

benefit within the ituait- prescribeu tv it, | . ies L 
hope thatit may pr ceecd and succeed. Bul nos growin 
abale ent ul duy vv td.cco ID Buglaod of 10 this ea 
German Cusicms Union, such as pas herewlore™ a; 


gli 6°Vernmen 





vilered, of Lweoly per cent. and oo aodillt redressed 
the monupuly by France and Spain will aad he tobac 

thing. Lhey asus ve ieduc au tw sone tig 1845 ie 

PeCiprocits, and tis riucie ol com ercee VE rect!’ 147 5 

It; 168 | 

dow ibhue ed, - laxed, 
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mercial policy of the world, they will ask no 
cencessions fom us for diminution.of their duties on 

tobacco. This will test their sincerity about 
fee trade. I greatly fear that they mean to include 
only such articles as are necessary for their con- 
sumption and to feed their famishing millions. | 
rae they will treat with us and reduce their duties. 


on this article; and if they do not, I hope this go- 


ent will compel them by a countervailing po- 
nt know it is uged that the governments o Eu- 
50 will not part with or lessen their dutiee on 
foreign tobacco, because it would materially affect 
their revenue, Or be injurious to their own agricul- 
tural interests. Ido not intend to centrovert this 
opinion at length, but, to show that it is founded, I 
call attention to the views of Mr, Wheaton, express- 
ed in his despatch dated October 27, 1842, at Berlin. 

says: 

Me, tas hardly denied by the Prussian government 
that the duties imposed on foreign raw tobaceo on 
its importation into the states of the association might 
be considerably reduced without injury to the re- 
yenue or the agricultural interests of the country.— 
But 98 these duties form the principal object of our 
complaint, it demands from us a compensation for 
such reduction in the shape of equivalent reductions 
of the duties levied on the importation of German 
commodities into the United States.” 

Here is evidence in support of the opinion which 
[have before expressed, that the governments of 
Europe require a corresponding reduction in our low 
duties on the importation of their commodities as 
equivalents for any reduction of their high, excessive, 
and enormous duties levied on our tobacco. Apart 
from the impracticability of effecting any arrange- 
ment for a diminution of their duties by negotiation 
which would at all benefit the tobacco grower of 
the United States, by reason of these exactions, that 
corresponding reducticns should be made in our ta- 
riff of duties, which puts it beyond the constitutional 
splere of the treaty making power, | desire to ask, 
are those demands consistent with justice, and will 
we submit tothem? If our duties upon their pro- 
ductions were as high as their duties upon this staple, 
they might ask for a corresponding reduction of our 
duties as equivalents for similar and equal reductions 
which they might make in their duties en our to- 
bacco. They have held this language to us long 
enough. It is time that we should puta stop to it. 
At the time of Mr, Wheaton’s despatch, the duty 


| levied by our government on German commodities 


and the productions of the associated states which 
were imported into this country did not exceed twenty 
percentum ad valorem; whereas the duties levied 
upon our tobacco by the several Germanic states 
exceeded one hundred per cent, besides the transil 
duties exacted in its transportation from the ports of 
entry to the imterior provinces, and to Austria and 
Hungary. The same duties now exist, and the same 
unequal exchange of productions between this coun- 
try and the associated states of the customs union. | 
would bear it no longer. Let our duties be raised 
higher and higher, until they amount to prohibition, 
and be dependent upcn the continuance of their bigh 
duties; and when they find their ports closed to their 
productions, or their commodities burdened with 


' similar duties, their interests will teach them to 


diminish the tobacco restrictions. 

My views are also sustained by the opinions of 

the tobacco agent who was sent out during the last 
administration. Mr. Harris, in his despatch to our 
minister, dated Paris, February 3d, 1844, says:— 
_ “Itis more than doubtful, in my jadgment, whether 
iis possible, either by diplomatic negotiation or dy 
the maintenance of commercial agencies, to break 
down the tobacco monopolies in those governments 
where for years they have existed.” 


Now sir, the interest and the honor of our country 
emand that it should resort to some oiher measure 
than that which has failed since the adoptio. of the 
foustitution. Would the states bear this oppression 
and submit to those exactions if they bad not sur- 
reudered to the federal government all power over 
duties and imposte? No: the tobacco growing stales 
Would unite and make common cause, and teach 
these governments that such injustice would not be 
me. Let the representatives frum the tobacco 
growing states unite, and insist upon a fair protection 
lo this staple by the only means in the power of this 
Government to afford it, and our grievances will be 
Theted: 
¢ tobacco exported during the year 
1845, | have Rarelofore shaeed ha be 


147,168 hogsheads, valued at $7,469,819 
'$ taxed, according to the rate imposed 
Upon the exports of 1838, at 59,851,984 





eights, commissions, insurance, &c. 
I $67,327,803 








So that the planter receives for making the article 
about one tenth and the government of Europe about 
nine tenths of its value. This system has been too 
long submitted to, and I can never give my assent to 
any system affording protection to any other interest, 
or to any diminished rate of duties from the highest 
standard that can he obtained, unless this production 
is also to be benefited by the change. | would make 
our duties countervailing and discriminating, and 
dependent upon the continuance of their duties upon 
this American staple. The exchange of productions 
should be upon the basis of reciprocity. 


Sir, no benefit may result to this great interest of 
the country at this time from the action which I 
seek to have instituted upon this subject. For fifteen 
years has the ssbject of benefiting the tobacco inte- 
rest been before the gcvernment. It has enlisted 
commanding talents and faithful service. Negotiation 
has been employed between this government and 
the different governments of Europe upon this sub- 
ject. Charges, ministers resident and plenipotentiary, 
and special agents have been employed and accre- 
dited to all the governments with whom we desired 
to treat on the subject. Yet nothing has been ac- 
complished. The restrictions, regies, and monopo- 
lies, remain unrepealed, unmodified, still in force; 
and the staple heretofore so important in the foreign 
exchanges of the eountry,and making up so Jarge an 
item in its commerce, has been reduced lower and 
lower and lower in price, until the planter, in despair 
must abandon its culture, and live upon the recullec- 
tion of that independence which a fair price for its 
production afforded him. Nothing we have seen has 
been accomplished by negotiation, and nothing I fear 
will be, and we need no longer suffer ourselves to be 
flattered by the delusive hope or indulge expecta- 
tions which are never to be realized. But, sir, we 
will not lose sight of our rights; we will not forget 
that this interest isas muck entitled to the protection 
of the government as any other; and, as long as [ 
have the honor representing that interest on this 
floor, I shall, on all proper occasions, press the sub- 
ject on the attention of the government, and claim 
the protection to this interest which has been extend- 
ed to others. 


The day is not distant, sir, when the whole tariff 
and commercial policy of the world will undergo a 
change. A revolution in the international commer- 
cial regulations of the world must and will take 
place before many years shall have elapsed, and 
then will be the time for this interest, long neglected 
and oppressed, to be placed in the commercial sys- 
tem, which must be established upon grounds of 
reciprocal advantage. It will only require concert 
of action upon the part of those representing the 
tobacco interest in the different states, and firmness 
of purpose to insist upon adequate protection, and 
we shall! oblainit. It is the fault of our government 
that those enormous exactions and revenues are le- 
vied upon the productions of the tobacco planter; 
and more than one opportunity has been suffered to 
pass without resorting to such remedy as would 
have secured a due respect to this interest, and 
placed it upon terms of reciprocity. It might have 
been done in 1833, when the tariff policy of the go- 
vernment underwent an entire change; and so like- 
wise in 1842, when protection was extended to se- 
veral of the great interests of the country, no one of 
them equal to this, or so much needing the protec- 
tion of the government. But, sir, as I have before 
remarked, another occasion Is likely again to occur. 
The commercial system of Eagland, aid 0° conti 
nental Europe, interwoven with it, and dependent 
upon it, must be reconstructed. The march of im- 
provement in this country, the advance of the arts, 
the perfection in machinery, the labor saving and 
bread producing process which is so rapidly advanc- 
ing, will force the governments of Europe into a 
new policy, and then may we demand that they shall 
support their governments upon other revenues than 
those which are levied upon the labor of the tobacco 
planter. 
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SURRENDER AND UNCONDITIONAL CAPITULATION OF 


THE CITY OF VERA CRUZ AND THE CASTLE OF 


SAN JUAN D’ULLOA. 
From the Washington Union of April 10. 
GLORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT. 


Victory follows victory in rapid succession. li was 
a settled maxim that we could never cease this war 
with honor until we had taken the castle of San 
Juan de Ulloa. Thanks be to our distinguished and 
skilful general--to his brave officers and men—to 





Sar 


the gallant officers and men of our navy, this great 
achievement has been effected with little loss of life 
on our part. We have taken the Gibraltar of the 
western continent. We have added new laurels to 
our wreath. The gratitude and admiration of a 
free people are due to Major General Scott. We 
congratulate our country again upon the prowess 
of their army and navy. In less than eleven months, 
a succession of achievements has poured in upon 
us which would grace the annals of any people 
under the sun. Let our countrymen rejoice, and 
let them pour out their thanks to the brave men 
who have done honor to the character of this free 
country. 


This evening brings to the government the official 
despatches from Major General Scott and Commo- 
dore Perry. The former were brought to the secre- 
tary of war by Colonel Totten, of the engineer 
corps, who displayed so much activity and skill at 
Vera Cruz. The last were brought to the secretary of 
the navy by passed midshipman Huger of the navy. 
Late as it is, we deem it our duty to lay them before 
our readers in to-night’s paper, to the exclusion of 
many other articles which are already in type. We 
accompany them with very interesting memoranda, 
furnished by Col. Totten. 


The accounts of the navy show not only what ex- 
erlions they made during the siege to capture the 
enemy, but to save their friends from the wrecks 
which were subsequently occasioned by the northers. 
No navy of the world can boast of nobler qualities 
and finer materials. 


FROM OUR ARMY AT VERA CRUZ. 


Headquarters of the Army, 
Camp Washington, before Vera Cruz, March 23, 1847. 


Si: Yesterday, seven of our ten 10-inch mortars, 
being in battery, and the labors for planting the re- 
mainder ef our heavy metal being in progress, | ad- 
dressed, at two o’clock, P. M.,a summons to the go- 
veroor of Vera Cruz, and within the two hours limit- 
ed by the bearer of the flag, received the governor's 
answer. Copies of the two papers, (marked respec- 
tively, A and B,) are herewith enclosed. 


It will be perceived that the governor, who, it 
turns out, is the commander of both places, chose, 
against the plain terms of the summons, to suppose 
me to have demanded the surrender of the castle and 
of the city—when, in fact, from the non-arrival of 
our heavy metal—principally mortars—I was ia no 
condition to threaten the former. 


On the return of the flag, with that reply, lat once 
ordered the seven mortars, in battery, to open upon 
the city. In a short time the smaller vessels of Com- 
modore Perry’s squadron—two steamers and five 
schooners—according to previous arrangement with 
him, approached the city within about a mile and an 
eighth, whence being partially covered from the 
castle—an essential condition to their safety—they 
also opened a brisk fire upon the city. This has been 
continued uninterruptedly, by mortars, and only 
with a few intermissions, by the vessels, up to nine 
o’clock this morning, when the commodore very 


properly, called them off from a position too daringly 
assumed. 


Our three remaining mortars are now (12 o’cloek 
M.) in battery; and the whole ten in activity. To- 
morrow, early, if the city should continue obstinate, 
batteries Nos. 4 and 5 will be ready to add their 
fire; No. 4, consisting of four 24 pounders and 
two 8 inch Paixhan guns, and No. 5 (naval batte- 
ry) of three 32 pounders, and three 8 inch Paix- 
bans—the guns, officers, and sailors landed from the 
squadron—our friends of the navy being unremit- 


ling in their zealous co-operation, in every mode 
and form. 


So far, we know that our fire upon the city has 
been highly effective—particularly from the batte- 
ries Of 11 inch mortars, planted at about 800 yards 
from the city. Including the preparation and de- 
fence of the batteries, from the beginning—now 
many days—and notwithstanding the heavy fire of 
the enemy, from the city and castle—we have only 
had four or five men wounded, and one officer and 
one man killed, in or near the trenches. ‘I‘hat offi- 
cer was Captain John R. Vinton, of the United 
States 3d artillery, one of the most talented, ace 
complished, anc effective meabers of the army, and 
who was highly distinguished in the brilliant opera- 
tions at Monterey. He fell, last evening, in the 
trenches, where he was on duty as field and com- 
manding officer, universally regretted. J have just 
attended Lis honored remains to a soldier's grave— 
in full view of the enemy and within reach of his 
guns. 


Thirteen of the long needed mortars—leaving 27 
besides heavy guns, behind—have arrived, and twe 
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of them landed. A heavy norther then set in (at 
meridian) that stopped that operation, and also the 
landing of shells. Hence the fire of our mortar 
batteries has been slackened, since 2 o’clock, to-day, 
and cannot be reinvigorated until we shall again 
have a smooth sea. In meantime [ shal] leave this 
report open for journalizing events that may occur 
up tothe departure of the steam ship-of-war, the 
Princeton, with Com. Conner, who, I learn, expects 
to leave the anchorage at Sacrificios, for the United 
States, the 25th inst. 

March 24.—The storm having subsided in the 
night we commenced this forenoon, as soon as the 
sea became a littic smooth, to land shot, shells, and 
mortars. 

The naval! battery, No, 5, was opened with great 
activity, under Captain Aulick, the second in rank 
of the squadron, at about 10 A.M. His fire was 
continued to 2 o’clock P. M., a little Wefore he was 
relieved by Capt. Mayo, who landed with a fresh 
supply of ammunition—Capt. A. havinz exhausted 
the ly he had brought with him. He Jost four 
sailors killed, and had one officer, Lieut. Baldwin, 
slightly hurt. 

The mortar batteries Nos. 1, 2, and 3, have fired 
but languidly during the day for want of shells, which 
are now going out from the beach. 

The two reports from Col. Bankhead, chief of ar- 
tillery, both of this date, copies of which I enclose, 
give the incidents of those three batteries. 

Battery No. 4, which mounts four 24 pounders, and 
two 8 inch Paixhans’ guns, has been much delayed 
in the hands of the indefatigable engineers by the 
norther that filled up the work with sand nearly as 
fast as it could be opened by the half blinded laborers. 
It will, however, doubtless be in full activity early 
to-morrow morning. 








March 25—The Princeton being about to start for 
Philadelphia, | have but a moment to continue this 
report. 

All the batteries, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 are in aw- 
ful activity this morning. The effect is, no doubt, 
very great, and | think the city cannot hold out be 
yond to-day. To-morrow morning many of the 
new mortars will be in a position to add their fire, 
when, or after the delay of some twelve hours, 
if no proposition to surrender should be received, 
I shall organize parties for carrying the city by as- 
sault. So far the defence has been spirited and ob. 
stinate. 

I enclose a copy of a memorial received last nizht, 
signed by the consuls of Great Britain, France, 
Spain, and Prussia, within Vera Cruz, asking me to 
grant a truce to enable the neutrals, together with 
Mexican women and children, to withdraw from the 
scene of havoc aboutthem. I shall reply, the mo- 
ment an opportunity may be taken, tosay—1. Thata 
truce can only be granted on the application of Go- 
vernor Morales, witha view toa surrender—2. That 
in sending safeguards to the different consuls, begin- 
ning as far back as the 13th inst., | distinctly admon- 
ished them—particularly the French and Spanish 
consuls—and of course, through the two, the other 
consuls—of the dangers that have followed—3. 
That although at that date, | had already refused to 
allow any person whatsoever to pass the line of in 
vestment either way, yet the blockade had been left 
open to the consuls and other neutrals, to pass out 
to their respective ships of war upto the 22d inst.; 
and 4th. I shall enclose to the memorialists a copy of 
my Summons to the governor, to show that | had 
fully considered the impending hardships and dis- 
tresses of the place, including those of women and 
children, before ove gun had been fired in that di- 
rection. ‘Ihe intercourse between the neutral ships 
of war and the city was stopped at the last mention- 
ed date by Com. Perry, with my concurrence, which 
] placed on the ground that that intercourse could 
not fail to give to the enemy moral aid and com- 


Sort. 


It will be seen from the me. orial, that our batte- 
ries have aiready had a terrible etfect on the city, 
(also Known Uireugh other sources,) aud hence the 
inference (hal a surrender must soon be proposed. 

In haste, | have the honor to remain, sir, with high 
respect, your most ovedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTTY. 

Hon. Wa. L. Marcy, Secretary of war. 


oe 


A. 


Headquarters of the Army, 
Of the United States of America, 
Camp Washington, before Vera Cruz, March, 22, 1847. 
The undersigned, Major General Scott, general- 
in-chief of the armies of the United States of Ame 
rica, in addition to the close of the blockade of the 
coast and port of Vera Cruz, previously established 
by the squadron under Comuodere Conner, of the 
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navy of the said states, haviny now fully invested 
the said city with an overwhelming army, so as to 
render it impossible that its garrison should receive 
from without succor or reinforcement of any kind; 
and having caused to be established batteries, com- 
petent to the speedy reduction of the said city, he, 
the undersigned, deeins it due to the courtesies of 
war in like cases, as well as the rights of humanity, 
to summon his excellency, the governor and com- 
mander-in-chief of the city of Vera Cruz to surren- 
der the same to the arms of the United States of 
America, present before the place. 

The undersigned, anxious to spare the beautiful 
city of Vera Cruz from the imminent hazard of de- 
molition—its gallant defenders from a useless effu- 
sion of blood, and its peaceful inhabitants—women 
and children, inclusive—from the inevitable horrors 
of triumphant assault, addresses this summons to the 
intelligence, the gallantry, and patriotism, no less 
than to the humanity of his excellency the governor 
and commander-in-chief of Vera Cruz. 

The undersigned is not accurately informed whe- 
ther both the city of Vera Cruz and the castle of 
San Juan d’Ulloa be under the command of his ex- 
cellency, or whether each place has its own inde- 
pendent commander; but the undersigned, moved by 
the considerations, adverted to above, may be will- 
ing to stipulate that, if the city should by capitula- 
tion, be garrisoned by a part of his troops, no missile 
shall be fired from within the city or from its bas- 
tions or walls, upon the castle, unless the castle 
should previously fire upon the city. 

The undersigned has the honor to tender to his 
distingusihed opponent, his excellency the governor 
and commander-in-chief of Vera Cruz, the assurance 
of the high respect and consideration of the under- 
signed. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


B. 


[Translation. } 

The undersigned, commanding general of the free 
and sovereign state of Vera Cruz, has informed him- 
self of the contents of the note which Major Gene- 
ral Scott, general-in-chief of the forces of the Unit 
ed States, has addressed to him under date of to day, 
demanding the surrender of this place, and the cas- 
tle of Ulloa; and, in answer, has to say, that the 
above named fortress, as well as this place depend 
on his authority; and it being his principal duty, in 
order to prove worthy of the confidence placed in 
him by the government of the nation, to defend both 
points at all cost, to effect which he counts upon the 
necessary elements, and will make it good to the last; 
therefore his excellency can commence his opera- 
tions of war in the manner which he may consider 
most advantageous. 

The undersigned has the honor to return to the 
general in chief of the forces of the United States 
the demonstrations of esteem he may be pleased to 
honor him with. God and liberty! 

Vera Cruz, March 22, 1847. 

JUAN MORALES. 
To Major General Scott, general in chief of the 
forces of the United States, situated in sight of this 
place. 


Artillery Headquarters, 
Camp Washingion, March 24, 1847. 

Sir: | have the honor to report for the informa- 
tion of the general in chief, that on the 22d instant 
and as soon as the chief engineers had reported that 
the batteries were sufficiently advanced to receive 
seven mortars, | placed that number in battery. By 
2 o’clock on that day I was prepared to open tne 
fire on the city of Vera Cruz At quarter past 4 | 
received the order af the general in chief to com- 
wence firing on the city, and the batteries Nos. 1, 2, 
and 3 were opened with great animation and appa- 
rent effect. 

From the moment the batteries opened on the af- 
ternoon of the 22d instant, the fire has been inces- 
sant day and night. 

On the 22u and during the night, battery No. 1 
was under the commaud of Capt Brooks, of the 24 
artillery; battery No. 2, under the charge of Lieut. 
Shackeiford, of the 2d artillery, and battery No. 3, 
under the charge of Capt. Vinton, of the 3d artillery, 
and until the hour of his death, about 4 o’clock, P. 
M., when the command devolved upon Lieut. Van- 
viiet, 3d artillery. 

The severe loss to the army by the death of Capt. 
Vinion, was the only loss we sustained on the first 
day. Several of the men were slightly wounded. 

The fire from the city and from the castle on our 
batteries, with shot, shells, and rockets, has been in- 
termitted, but with very brief periods, since we open- 
ed our batteries; and we must aseribe our safety, un- 





der such a heavy and constant fire, to the skill and 


= —=—=—==——, 
science of the officers of engineers in the constry, 
tion of our batteries. 

From the morning of the 23d to this morning, th 
batteries have been under the charge of Captain 
McKenzie, of the 3d artillery. : 

Yesterday about 12 o’clock m., I was able to plagg 
three more mortars in battery, but owing to the high. 
ness of the wind, the shells could not be landed 
from the storeship, and our fire to this time has been 
very moderate, not exceeding one fire in every fy, 
minutes. 

Last night | succeeded in moving three 24 Pounder 
guns to battery No. 4, with the necessary ammypj. 
tion and implements which have been placed in bat. 
tery. 

One more 24 pounder and two 8 inch howitze, 
will be moved out to-night, and to-morrow mornin 
(as we shall doubtless obtain a supply of shells to. 
day, the storm having abated sufficiently to jajq 
them,) I shall be able to open the four batteries 
with ten mortars, four 24 pounders, and two 8 inch 
howitzers, with increased effect and renewed 4). 
gor. 


I can bear testimony, from personal observation, 
to the skill and gallantry of all the officers detailed 
on artillery service under my direction, and of the 
cheerfulness and steadiness of the men in the per. 
formance of their laborious duties. 

I have the honor to be respectfully, your ob’t sery't, 
JAS. BANKHEAD, 
3d artillery, chief of artillery. 
Lieut. Scott, acting Ad’) Gen , Army Headquarters, 


Artillery Headquarters, 
Camp Washington, March 24, 1847—5 P. M. 


Sir: Since my report this date of operations in 
the batteries up to 4 o’clock, A. M., the hour wien 
the troops are relieved, I have to state for the infor. 
mation of the general in chief that the enemy open- 
eda brisk fire on our batteries soon after sunrise 
this morning, without any effect; but about 10 
o’clock, most of their batteries were again opened 
on us, and one man of company “6,” 2d artillery, 
was killed at battery No. 1, and (hree men were se- 
verely wounded. 

A shell fell into battery No. 3, where four menof 
company ‘fF. 2d artillery, were wounded. The 
shell fell on one of the mortars, breaking the mor- 
tar bed and throwing the mortar thirty feet from 
the platform—another mortar bed can be obtained 
from the ordnance depot, and the mortar will be re- 
mounted. 

We have been restrained from the want of shells 
from throwing more than one every five minutes 
during the day. A full supply will be ir place to- 
night, and as soon as it is dark enough to send 
them to the batteries without being observed by the 
enemy. 

lam, very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
JAS. BANKHEAD, 
Second Artiliery, Chief of Artillery. 
To Lieut. Scott, Acting Ad’j Gen., Army Eleadquar- 
ters. 


[Translation.] 
Vera Cruz, March 24, 1847. 


The undersigned, consuls of different foreign pow- 
ers near the republic of Mexico, moved by the feet 
ing of humanity excited in their hearts by the fright 
ful results of the bombardment of the city of Vera 
Cruz during yesterday and the day before, have te 
hovor of addressing, collectively, General Scott 
commander in chief of the army of the United States 
| of the North, to pray him to suspend his hostilities, 
| and to grant a reasguable truce, sufficient to end 
their respective compatriots to leave the place wii 
their women and children, as well as the Mexical 
women and children. 

The request of the undersigned appears lo them 
too comfor able to the existing ideas of e:vilizatio) 
and they have too high an opinion of the principles 
and sentiments of General Scott, not to be full 0 
confidence in the success of this request. They pry 
him to have the goodness to send back his answer ye 
the parlementaire, who is the bearer of this, and @ 
accept the assurances of their respectful considera 
tion. T. GIFFORD, 

Consul de sa Majeste Britannique 
A. GLOUX, 





Le consul de sa Majeste le Roi des Francais: 
FILIPPE G. DE ESCALENTE, 

El consul de Espana. 

| HENRI D°OLEIRE, 

| Consul de S. M. le Roi de Prusse 

| A true translation of the origiwal paper, for | 


} secretar of war. 
' E. P. SCAMMON, A. A. D. © 
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a marry 
—— Headquarters of the Army, 

; oment received your note.at this dale, 
Lhene Oe per. i my opinion, it may not be a} 
inquire measure of expediency to stop for the pre- | 
neces ery atercourse heretofore ailowed between the 
sont vessels of war off this coast and the city and 
nevileorVery Cruz. it ie 

romptly answer in the affirmative, considering 

nat both places are now blockaded by our squadron 
t : r your command, and the city not only invested 
* oS army, but actually under the fire of our land 
patteries. 

The intercourse—the subject of your note—can- 
not, it seems to me, however neutral in its intended 
haracter on the part of the foreign ships of war 
aeceeel, fail to give the places in question, under our 
ce much moral aid and comfort. 

With high respect, &c. &c., 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Commodore M. ©. Perry, U.S. N., commanding 

home spuadron, &c. 


Camp Washington, before Vera Cruz, \Merch.22, 1947. 


United States Steamer Mississippi, 
Off Sacrificios Island, March 22, 1847. 

Sin: The city and castle of Vera Cruz being now 
closely besieged and blockadad by the military and 
naval forces of the United States, it has become ne- 
cessary to prevent all communication from outside, 
unless under the sanction of a flag of truce. 
lam, therefore, constrained to inform you that all 
intercourse between the vessels and boats under your 
ommand and that part of the American coast en- 
ompassed by the United States forces, must for the 
present Cease. 

With great respect, | have the honor to be your 
must ob’t serv’t, M. C. PERRY, 

Commanding home squadron. 

ommander H. S. Matson, H. B. M. sloop Daring. 
Capt. Manuel de la Puente, commanding H.C. M. 
naval forces, Gulf of Mexico. 

Capt. G. Dubut, commanding French naval forces, 
ulfof Mexico. 


a 


Headquarters of the Army, 
Vera Cruz, March 29, 1847. 

Sir: The flag of the United States of America 
loats triumphantly over the walls of this city, and 
be castle of San Juan Ulloa. 

Our troops have garrisoned both since 10 o’clock. 
\isnow noon. Brigadier General Worth is in com- 
pand of the two places. 

Articles of capitulation were signed and exchang- 
d,ata late hour, night before the last. I enclosea 
opy of the document. 

l have heretofore reported the principal incidents 
[the siege up to the 25th instant. Nothing of 
triking interest occurred till early in the morning of 
e next day, when | received overtures from Gene- 
al Landero, on whom General Morales had devolv 
| the principal command. A terrible storm of 
ind and sand made it difficult to communicate with 
é city, and impossible to refer to Commodore 
erry. [| was obliged to entertain the proposition 
one, or to continue the fire upon a place that had 
own a disposition to surrender; for the loss of a 
ay, perhaps several, could not be permitted. The 
fi te papers will show the proceedings and 
sults. 
Yesterday, after the norther had abated, and the 
Minissioners appointed by me early the morning 
‘lore, had again met those appointed by General 
andero, Commodore Perry sent ashore his second 

command, Captain Aulick, as a commissioners 
hthe part of the navy. Although not included in 
) 8pecific arrangement made with the Mexican 
Mmuander, | did not hesitate, with proper cour- 
*), (0 desire that Captain Aulick might be duly 
roduced and allowed to participate in the discus- 

‘and acts of the commissioners who had been 
“iprocally accredited. Hence the preamble to 
~ gaature. ‘The original American commission- 
Were Brevet Brigadier General Worth, Briga- 
' General Pillow, and Colonel Totten. Four 


' . : . 
. able or judicious officers could not have been 
sited, 


have time to add but little more. The remaining 


i - the seige; the able co-operation of the 
. yt wn Squadron, successively under the com- 
. ws Commodores Conner and Perry; the admi- 
meme ie of the whole army—regulars and vo- 
ool should be happy to dwell upon as they 
Ye; but the steamer Princeton, with Commo- 
onner, on board, is under way, and | have 
ueed Organizing an advance into the iaterior. 
lay be delayed a few days, waiting the arrival 
Huonal iueans Of transportation. in the mean- 
“Joint operation, vy iund aad water, will be 


hime 
8 19 








made upon Alvarado. No lateral expedition, how- 
ever; shail interfere wiih the grand movement to- 
wards the capital, 

In consideration of the great services of Colonel} 
Totte a, in the seige that has just terminated most 
successfully, and the importance of his presence, at 
Washington, as the head of the engineer bureau, | 
intrust this despatch to his personal cere, and beg to 
commend him to the very favorable consideration of 
the department. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, 
your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Hon. W. L. Marcy, Secretary of war. 


Proposition for the appointment of commissioners. 

I have the honor of transmitting to your exceilen- 
cy the exposition which has this moment been made 
tome by the Senores consuls of England, France, 
Spain, and Prussia, in which they solicit that hostili- 
ties may be suspended while the innocent families 
in this place, who are suffering the ravages of war, 
be enabled to leave the city, which solicitude claims 
my support; and considering it in accordance with 
the rights of afflicted humanity, I have not hesitated 
to invite your excellency to enter into an honora- 
ble accommodation with the garrison, in which 
cases you will please name three commissioners 
who may meet at some intermediate point, to treat 
with those of this place upon the terms of the ac- 
commodation. 

With this motive 1 renew to your excellency my 
attentive consideration. 

God guard your excellency, &c. 

On account of the sickness of the commanding 
general. 

JOSE JUAN DE LANDERO. 

Major General Scott. 

Copy for the Hon. Secretary of war. 

E. P. SCAMMON, A. A. D.C. 


Credentials of commissioners on the part of the United 
States. 

In consideration of the proposition the undersign- 
ed has received from Senor General Landero, the 
actual commander of the city of Vera Cruz, and its 
dependencies, that three commissioners be appointed 
on the part of each belligerent to treat of the sur- 
reuder of the said city, with its dependencies, to the 
beseiging ariny befure the same—the undersigned, 
Major General Scott, general in chief of the armies 
of the United States of America, has appointed; 
and does hereby appoint, Generals W. J. Worth 
and G. J. Pillow, with Culjonel J. G. Totten, chief 
of engineers—all of the army of the said states, 
commissioners on the part of the undersigned to 
meet an equal number of commissioners who may 
be duly appointed on the part of Senor General 
Landero, to treat of the surrender of the city of 
Vera Cruz and its dependencies to the arms of the 
said states. 


FFICIAL PAPERS. 





Done at camp Washington, the headquarters of 
the army of the United States of America, this 26th 
day of March, in the year of our Lord, 1847. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Gen. Landero’s letter notifying the appointment of Mezx- 
ican commeisstoners. 


In virtue of your excellency’s having accepted the 
proposition of accommodation which | proposed to 
youin my despatch of to-day, and in accordance 
with the reply 1 have just received, | have the honor 
to inform you that I have named, on my part, the 
Senores Colonels D. Jose Gutierrez Villanueva, D. 
Pedro Miguel Herrera, and Lieut. Col. of Engineers 
D. Manuel Robles, to whom 1 had entrusted the 
competent power to celebrate said accommodation, 
having the henor to enclose you a copy of the ex- 
pressed power. 

I reiterate to your excellency the assurances of 
my high consideration. 

God and liberty. 

JOSF JUAN DE LANDERO. 

Vera Cruz, March 26, 1847. 


Headquarters of the Army, 

Camp Washington, before Vera Cruz, March 26, 1847. 

Outlines of instructions to the commissioners ap- 
pointed on the part of the United States, and com- 
missioned by the undersigned to treat with such per- 
sons as may be duly authorised on the part of the city 
of Vera Cruz, and its dependencies, on the subject 
of the surrender of the same. 

1. The whole garrison or garrisons to be surren- 
dered to the arms of the United States as prisoners | 
of war. 
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2. The garrisons to be permitted to mareh out 
with the honors of war, and to ground arms to 
such forces as my be appointed by the undersigned, 
and at a point to be agreed upon by the commis- 
sioners, 


3. The surrendered places to be immediately gar- 
risoned by American troops. 

4. Mexican officers to preserve their side arms 
and private effects, eluding horses and horse furni- 
ture, and to be allowed, (regular and irregular offi- 
cers) at the end of days, to retire to their re- 
spective homes on the usual parole with the excep- 
tion of such officers as the two parties may deem ne- 
cessary to accompany the rank and file to the United 
States. 

5. The rank and file of regular regiments, corps 
or companies, to remain as prisoners of war, sub- 
ject to be sent to the United States, (with such 
Mexican officers as may be needed with the men, 
and to be clothed and subsisted by the United States, 
at the ultimate cost of the beiligerent that may be 
agreed upon by a definite treaty of peace. 

6. The rank and file of the irregular portion of the 
prisoners to be detained days, and subsisted (if 
necessary) for the time by the United States, when 
they may be permitted to retire to their respective 
homes, their officers giving the usual parole that the 
said rank and file shal! not serve again until duly ex- 
changed. 

7. All the materiel of war and all public property 
of every description found in the city and its depen- 
dencies, to belong to the United States; but the ar- 
mament of the same, not injured or destroyed in the 
further prosecution of the actual war, may be consi- 
dered as liable to be restored to Mexico by a definitive 
treaty of peace. 

8. If the Mexican commissioners decline, from 
the want of power or authority, to treat of the sur- 
render of the Castle of San Juan de Ulloa, the 
American commissioners will urge the former to 
usk for such powers, and grant any necessary delay 
to that end; but if such power be not asked for, or 
be not, on application obtained, the American com- 
missioners may, liesitatingly, consent to refer the 
subject back to the undersigned for further instrue- 
lions to meet that state of things. 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 





Norg.—Article 8 was not, of course, given to the 
Mexican commissioners. 
A true copy from the original paper. 
bk. P. SCAMMON, A. A. D. Camp. 


Six propositions from the Mexican Commissioners to 

the general in chief. 

Ist. The garrison will evacuate the place within 
atime to be agreed upon between the belligerent 
parties, retiring to the ciiy of Orizaba or Jalapa, by 
regular day marches, according to the custom of 
armies On a march. 

24. The aforesaid garrison shall march out with 
all the honors of war, colors displayed, drums beat- 
ing, stores belonging to the corps of which it is com- 
posed, the allowance of field pieces corresponding 
to its force, baggage and munitions of war. 

3d. The Mexican tlag will remain displayed on 
the bastion of Santiago until the retiring Mexican 
garrison shall be saluted with twenty one guns fired 
froin the same bastion, until which time the forces 
ofthe United States shall not enter the place. 

4:h. The inhabitants of Vera Cruz shall continue 
in the free possession of their moveavle and immo- 
vable property, in the enjoyment of which they shall 
never be disturbed, as well as in the exercise of their 
religious faith. 

dh. The national guards of Vera Cruz, if they 
find it convenient to retire peaceably to their homes, 
not to be molested on account of their conduct io 
bearing arms in defence of the place. 

6th. The undersigned desire to know, in case the 
Senor General Scott should have to continue hostil- 
ities on account of not admitting these propositions, 
if he will permit the neutrals to go out of the place, 
as well as the women and children belonging to the 
Mexican families. 

PEDRO M. HERRERA. 
JOSE GUTIERREZ DE VILLANUEVA. 
MANUEL ROBLES. 

Translated from the original paper for the Hon. 

Secretary of War. 


Headquarters of the Army, 
Of the United Statas of America. 
Camp Washington, before Vera Cruz, March 27, 1847. 
The undetsigned, Major General Scott, general in 
chief of the armies of the United States of America, 
has received the report of the cummissionors appome 
ted by him, yesterday, to meet the comunissioners 
appointed by his exceilency, General Landero, the 
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commander in chief of Vera Cruz and the Castle of 
San Juan de Ulloa. 

In making that report the undersigaed received, 
informally, from his commissioners, the project of an 
arrangement presented to them by the Mexican com. 
missioners, consisting of six articles. Without re- 
introducing those articles, in extenso, the undersigned 
va simply refer to them by their respective num- 

ers: 

Articre 1. Is wholly inadmissable. The garri- 
sons of the places, in question, can only be allowed 
to march outor to evacuate them as prisoners of war; 
but the undersigned is willing that each garrison, 
without distinction between regular troops and na- 
tional guards or inililia, may retire, in the delay of 
many days, to their respective homes—the officers 
giving for themselves and their respective men, the 
usual parole of honor not again to serve against the 
United States of America in the present war, until 
duly exchanged. 

Aart. 2. The garrisons may be allowed all the 
honors of war usually granted to gallant troops; but 
to surrender their arms of every sort, save the side 
arms of the officers. 

Art. 3. As far as practicable by the commission- 
ers of the two armies, this may be arranged to satisfy 
the just pride of the gallant defenders of the places 
in question. 

Aas. 4. Is readily agreed to, and may be solemnly 
promised. 

Art. 5. This is substantially met in the above 
remark under article 1. 

Art. 6. Not admissable in any case. 

Taking the foregoing remarks and the instructions 
of the undersigned to his commissioners—which 
instructions were substantially communicated to the 
Mexican comissmioners—as a basis of an honorable 
capitulation, the undersigned, to spare the effusion of 
blood, is willing to refer back the whole subject to 
the same commissioners of the two parties; provided 
that the same commissioners meet again today at 10 
o’clock, a. m.,at the same place as yesterday, and 
proceed without delay to a definite conclusion of the 
whole subject. 

The undersigned will wait the answer of his ex- 
cellency, Gen. Landero, up te 9 o’elock, this day, 
and in the meantime, renews the assurances of his 
high respect and consideration. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Copy of the original paper for Hon. Secretary of 
War. E. P. SCAMMON, A. A. D. C. 


Articles of the capitulation of the city eof Vera Cruz and 
the castle of San Juan d’ Ulloa. 
Porente De Hornos, 
Without the walls of Vera Cruz, 
Saturday, March 27, 1847. 

Terms of capitulation agreed upon by the commis 
sioners, Viz: 

Generals W. J. Worth and G. J. Pillow, and Col. 
J. G. Totten, chief enginerr, on the part of Major 
Genern! Scott, general in chief of the armies of the 
United States. and Colonel Jose Gutierrez de Villa- 
nueva, Lieutenant Colonel of Engineers Manuel Ro- 
bles, aud Colonel Pedro de Herrera, commissioners 
appointed by General of Brigade Don Jose Juan Lan. 
dero, commanding in chief, Vera Cruz, the castle 
of San Juande Ulloa and their dependencies—for 
the surrender to the arms of the United Statas of the 
said forts, with their armaments, munitions of war, 
garrisons, and arms. 

1. The whole garrison, or garrisons to be surren- 
dered to the aruis of the United States, as prisoners 
of war, the 29th instant, at 10 o’cleck,a. m., the 
garrisons to be permitted to march out with all the 
honors of war, and to lay down their arms to such 
officers as may be appoited by the general in chief 
of the United States armies, and at a pointto be 
agreed upon by the commissioners. 

2. Mexican officers shall preserve their arms and 
private effects, including horses and horse furniture, 
and to be allowed, regular and irregular officers, as 
also the rank ard file, five days to retire to their 
respective homes, on parole, as hereinafter prescri- 
bed. 

3. Coincident with the surrender, as stipulated in 
article 1, the Mexican flags of the various forts and 
stations shall be struck, saluted by their own batte- 
ries; and immediately thereafter, Forts Santiago and 
Conception and <he Castle of San Juan de Ulloa, 
occupied by the forces of the United States. 

4. The rank and file of the regular portion of the 
prisoners to be disposed of, after surrender and pa- 
role, as their general in chief may desire, and the 
irregular to be permitted to return to their homes. 
The officers, in respect to all arms and descriptions 
of force, giving the usual parole, that the said rank 
and file, as well as themselves, shall not serve again 
until duly exchanged. ; 

5. All the matertel of war, and all public property 





of every description found in the city, the castle of 
San Juan de Ulioa, and their dependencies, to belong 
to the United States; but the armament ef the same 
(not injured or destroyed in the further prosecution 
of the actual war,) may be considered as liable to 
be restored to Mexico by a definitive treaty of 
peace. 

6. The siek and wounded Mexicans to be allowed 
to remain in the city, with such modical officers and 
attendants and officers of the army as may be neces- 
sary to their care and treatment. 

7. Absolute protection is solemnly guarantied to 
persons in the city, and property, and it is clearly 
understood that no private building or property is to 
be taken or used by the forces of the United States, 
without previous arrangement with the owners and 
for a fair eqaivalent, 

8. Absolute freedom of religious worship and cer- 
emonies is solemnly guarantied. 

(Signed in duplicate. ) 

W. J. WORTH, Brigadier General, 

GID. J. PILLOW, Brigadier General. 
JOS. G. TOTTEN, Col. and Ch’f Eng’r., 
JOSE GUTIERREZ DE VILLANUEVA, 
PEDRO MANUEL HERRERA, 
MANUEL ROBLES. 

Captain Aulick—appointed a commissioner by 
Com. Perry, on behalf of the navy, (the general in 


chief not being able, in consequence of the rough-. 


ness of the sea, te communicate with the navy until 
after commissions had been exchanged )—and being 
present by Gen. Scott’s invitation, and concurrin 
in the result and approving thereof—thereto affixe 
his name and signature. 
J. H. AULICK, Capt. U.S. N. 
Headquarters of the army of the United States ef 
America. Camp Washington, before Vera Cruz, 
March 27, 1847. 
Approvedo and accepted: 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
M. C. PERRY. 
Commander in chief U. S. N. forces Gulf of Mexico. 
Vera Croz, Marzo 27, 1847. 
Approbad y acceptado: 
JOSE JUAN DE LANDERO. 
A true copy of the original articles of ecapitala- 
tion. E. P. SCAMMON, 
Ist Lieut. Topo. Eng’s, act’g aid de camp. 





FROM OUR NAVY BEFORE VERA CRUZ. 
U. S. Steamer Mississippi. 
At ancher near Vera Cruz, March. 21,1847. 
Sir: | have the honor to inform the department of 
my arrival, yesterday, at this anchorage, and ef the 
transfer of the command of the home squadron to me 
by Commodore Conner, this morning at 8 o’clock. 
M. C. PERRY, 
Commanding home squadron. 
The Hon. Joun Y. Mason, Secretary of the Navy, 
Washington, D. C. 


Flagship Mississippi. 
Off Vera Cruz, March 25th, 1847. 

Sir: The sailing of the Princeton this day for the 
United States offers me opportunity of informing 
the department that Gen. Scott had, on the 22d inst. 
the day after | assumed command of the squadron, 
so far completed the erection of his batteries in the 
rear of Vera Cruz as to authorise the summoning of 
the city, and on the refusal of the governorto sur- 
| tga of opening his fire at three o’clock of that 

ay. 

Th conformity with arrangements made in the 
morning with Gen. Scott, I directed the flotilla of 
small steamers and gun beats of the squadron, led by 
Commander J. Tatnall, in the Spitfire, to take a po- 
sition and commence a simultaneous fire upon the 
city. The order was promptiy and gallantly execu- 
ted, and the fire was kept up with great animation 
until late in the evening. 

On visiting them at their position, I found that the 
two steamers had nearly exhausted their ammuni- 
tion, but having received a fresh supply during the 
night from the ship, they at sunrise moved to a more 
favorable and advanced point, and resumed and con- 
tinued their fire until recalled by signal. 

At the earnest desire of myself and officers, Gen. 
Scott generously assigned a position in the trenches, 
to be mounted with guns from the squadron, and 
three long 32 pounders, (all that were required, ) 
were consequently landed, and after immense labor 
in transporting them through the sand, in which par- 
ties from the divisions of General Patterson, Worth 
and Pillow, respectively detached by those officers, 
cheerfully participated, the pieces were placed in 
position and opened upon the city about 10 o’clock 
yesterday, immediately. drawing upon them a sharp 
fire from the enemy, which in a short time killed 
and wounded ten of thedetachment from the squad- 
ron. 





——_ 
In order to give all a chance te serve in the trench 
es, for the honor of which there is a great thoy ' 
generous strife, 1 have arranged that detachment 
from each ship in charge respectively of lieutenants 


and the whole commanded bya captait. or Comman. 


der shall be relieved every twenty four hours. Captaj 
Aulick, assisted by Commander Mackenzie aa 
several lieutenants, had the direction of mount 
the guns and opening the fire, and well and brave 
was the duty performed. Captain Mayo is now J 
charge and will be relieved inturn. ’ 

The Ohio arrived on the 22d inst., but in conse 
quence of a norther, did not reach her proper anchop. 
age until yesterday afternoon. Detachments of bo, : 
from all the vessels are employed night and day j, 
landing from the transports the stores and MUNitions 
of the army. 

Enclosed is a list of the killed and wounded ascey. 
tained up to this hour, (12 meridian,) with the report 
of Captain Aulick; also a list of the small vesse), 
comprising the flotilla of the squadron, allof which 
were engaged on the 22d inst. 

I have the honor to be your most obdient servan; 

M. C. PERRY, ' 
Commanding home squadron, 
Hon. Joun Y. Mason, Secretary of the Navy, Wash. 
ington, D. C. 


Friday, March 26, 1847. 

Sir: The detention of the Princeton enables me to 
inform the department of events up to this hour, ({0 
a. m.) 

Captain Mayo and his party have returaed, having 
been relieved in the batteries by a deta: hm :nt under 
Capt. Breese. I hardly need assure the d:partment 
that the party under Capt. Mayo sustained with yna. 
bated courage and spirit, the admirable fire of the 
naval battery. The bomhardment from the trep. 
ches was continued through the night. A heavy 
norther now blowing, (the third in five days,) has 
prevented communication with the shore since |ast 
evening. Several merehant vessels have beep 
thrown, this morning, ashore by the gale. 

The report of Capt. Mayo is enclosed, as also an 
additional list of killed and wounded. Among the 
names of the killed, will be found that of Midship- 
man T. B. Shubrick, a most amiable and promising 
young officer. 1 bave the honor to be, your very 
obedient servant, M. C PERRY, 

Commanding Home Squadron. 
To the Hon. Jonn Y. Mason, Secretary of the Navy, 
Washington city, D. C. 


Sunday, March 28, 1847. 
Srr: Iam happy to inform you that the city and 
castle of Vera Cruz, surrendered yesterday to the 
combined force of the army and navy of the United 
States, on terms highly favorable to us. 
With high respect, your obedient servant, 
M. ©. PERRY, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 
To the Hon. J. Y. Mason, Secretary of the Navy. 
Enclosed is an informal copy of the terms of stip- 
ulation. M. C. P. 


List of kiiled and wounded of the detachmenls at the na- 
val batteries on the 24th and 25th March, 1847. 
Killed on the 24th—Wm. Marcus, seaman; Jno 

Williams, quarter gunner; John Harrington, boals 

wai.’s mate; Daniel McGinnis, landsman; Jodi 

Tookey, seaman. 
Killed on the 25th Thomas B. Shubrick, midship 

man: John Williamson, seamen. 

Wounded on the 25th—A} S. Baldw'n, lieutenatl, 
slightly; Edward Black, seaman, slightly; Mathias 
Nice, seaman, slightly; William Hamblin, seamai, 
slightly; Deforest Carey, seaman, slightly. 

Wounded on the 25th—Three seamen, sligh'): 
names not ascertained. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant. 
M. C. PERRY, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 
To Hon. Joun Y. Mason, Secretary of tha Nat): 





United States Ship Potomac, 
Off Sacrificios , March 25, 1847. 
Sir—In compliance with your letter this momet! 
received, calling for a report of my proceedings 
eommand of the detachment on shore yesterday; 
have the honor to state that the battery of (hreet 
inch Paixhan guns and three long 32-pounders /# 
ed from the squadron was turned over to me, al 
a. m., by the aceomplished engineer officer who c™ 
structed it, (Captain R. E. Lee,) who, as well # 
Lieuts. Smith, of the engineers, and Williams, aid 
Gen. Scott, remained in the battery throughout 
fire; the enemy hating but a few minutes before “ 
covered our position, commenced the attack upon 
] immediately ordered the guns to be unmasked, ® 


the firing commenced on the enemies batteries, which 
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~eadily and deliberately continued until about 
4 st two p. m., when our last charge of ammu- 
Ip a ¢ which wa bed only about fifty rounds to 
or n, wasexpended. By this time our sand ba 
¢ works and (traverses were much dilapidate 


the shot of the enemy and the concussion of our 


p heavy P 
be filled up 
which I must 

k the best ir 
ded, until the ammunition we expected 


jeces. I now directed the embrasures 
with sand-bags, (for the suggestion 
thank Captain Lee,) and everybod 
shelter from shot that the wor 
should 


py o'clock, Capt. Mayo, with a fresh supply of 
munition and a relief party of officers and men, 
rived; 1 then relinquished the command to him 
reeably to your order, and returned to my ship.— 
+ loss was four men killed, and one officer and 
» men wounded, one of the latter mortally (since 
ad) the others slightly. When it is considered 
at we had the concentrated and very active fire of 
» of the enemies batteries upon us at a distance of 
« than 800 yards, besides occasional shells from 
«castle of San Juan de Ulloa, it is a matter of sur- 
ise that our loss is so small. 
it affords me great satisfaction to add that every 
scer and man in the battery behaved with the ut- 
pst coolness, activity and cheerfulness. 
Commander A. S. Mackenzie, who had superin- 
nded the duty of placing the guns in battery, 
omptly tendered his services to me and took charge 
one of my 32 pounders, which he managed with 
at skill, and, | doubt not, with great effect upon 
enemy’s works. In the course of the firing the 
gon one of the enemy’s forts was brought down 
a gun fired by Lieut. Baldwin. It was, however, 
ickly displayed {rom the same flag staff. It is due 
Midshipman Allen McLane®* that I should not 
sit to mention that on a call for volunteers to cut 
ay some brushwood which obstructed the view to 
battery On which we wished to direct our fire, he 
ng through an embrasure, followed by two men, 
m, Cavenaugh, seaman—the name of the other I 
ve not been able to ascertain,) and amidst a show- 
of balls quickly removed the obstruction, for 
hich gallantry I complimented them on the spot.— 
m, however, sure that any other officer present 
ld have been happy of an opportunity to have 
nethe same. As you desire to forward this report 
the department by the Princeton, leaving at 12 m. 
day, it is necessarily a very hasty and brief one. 
] annex a list of the killed and wounded, and also 
the officers of the detachment. 
lam, very respectfully your ob’t servant, 
J. H. AULICK, Captain. 
) Com. M. C. Perry, commanding Home Squadron, 
off Secrificies. 


[*Son of Hon. Louis McLane, of this city.] 


List of Officers of the detachment. 

mmander, A. S. Mackenzie; Lieutenants, Chas. 
niedy, Sidney Smith Lee, Harry Ingersoll, O. H. 
ty,and A. S. Baldwin; Assistant Surgeons, O. F. 
Xer, and Junn Hastings; Passed Midshipmen; C. 
unUsroy, and Ciuarles Dyer; Midshipmen, Wm. H. 
ker, Allen McLane, John P. Jones, R. B. Storer, 
J. Smith, W. K. Mayo, W. V. Gills, and J. 
ury; Captain’s Clerk, S. F. Emmons—( Potomac. ) 

J. H. AULICK, Captain. 


List of killed. 
Vm. Marcus, seaman, Mississippi; John Williams, 
rier gunner, Raritan; John Harrington, boats 
ins mate, St. Mary’s; Daniel McGinnis, lands- 
0, St. Mary’s; and John Tookey seaman, Poto- 


‘ List of wounded. 
leulenant A. S. Baldwin, Potomac; Edward 
ck, seaman Potomac; Mathias Nice, seaman, Po- 
lac; W. Hamblin, seaman, Potomac; and Defor- 
Carey, landsman, Potomac. 

J. H. AULICK, Captain. 


United States Steamer Mississippi, 

Off Vera Cruz, March 26, 1847. 
t: In obedience to your order, 1 proceeded on 
t{ternoon of the 24th inst. to the naval battery 
site Vera Cruz, with detachments from this ship, 
slomac, Raritan, Albany, and St. Mary’s, under 
“’cers named in the accompanying list, and re- 
* ae Aulick and the officers and men under 

ommand. 

” breastworks having been much broken down 
ire onade of the day, the night was passed in 
wa them by Lieutenant Tower, United States 
sorta his party, from whom I received great 
| ne Shortly before sunrise of the 25th, the 
‘ aving Opened his fire upon us from four of 
*rles, an active caunonade was returned by 
Coltinued without interruption until haili 


past two, p. m., when they were silenced. Two bat- 
teries on their left subsequently turned their fire 
towards us; but on our briskly returning it, they also 
ceased firing, and about half-past three p. m., our 
ammunition being expended, the cannonade ceased 
on our part. 

I cannot too highly commend the zeal, courage, 
and activity displayed by every officer and man un- 
der my command; and I regret that the efficient ser- 
vice which they rendered should have been attended 
with the loss of one officer, Midshipman T. B. Shu- 
brick, and one seaman, J. Williamson, killed, and 
three slightly wounded. The admirable conduct of 
Midshipman Shubrick, down to the moment of his 
fall, whilst pointing a gun on the enemy, occasioned 
me the more to lament his less. He was a young 
officer uf great merit and promise, and had he lived, 
must have become an ornament to his profession and 
country. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. MAYO, Captain. 
To Commodore M.C. Perry, commanding Home 
Squadron. 


List of officers engaged at the naval battery on the 25th 
March, 1847, 

Lieutenants, Simon B. Bissell, Raphael Semmes, 
John De Camp, Charles Stedman, Jas. M. Frailey, 
and James S. Biddle; Lieutenant of Marines, Wm. 
C. Shuttleworth; Assistant Surgeon, James Hamil- 
ton; Acting Master, T. M. Crossan; Passed ‘lidship- 
men, R. M. Cuyler, William Nelson, and Peter 
Wager; Midshipmen, T. B. Shubrick, Joseph B. 
Smith, C. T. Andrews, A. H. Waring, J. H. Upsiur, 
and 8S. McGaw. Respectfully, 

J. MAYO, Captain Comd’g. 
To Commodore M. C. Perry, commanding Home 
Squadron. 


List of vessels comprising the flotilla of the Gulf squadron, 
March 22, 1847. 

United States steamer Spitfire, Commander J. Tat- 
nall. 

United States steamer Vixen, Commander J. R. 
Sands. 

United States gun-boat Bonita, Lieutenant Com- 
manding F. G. Benham. 

United States gun-boat Reefer, Lieutenant Com- 
manding J. S. Sterett. 

United States gun-boat Petre], Lieutenant Com- 
manding T. D. Shaw. 

United States gun-boat Falcon, Lieutenant Com- 
manding J. J. Glasson. 

United States gun-boat Tampico, Lieut. Command- 
ing Wm. P. Griffin. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. C. PERRY, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 

To the Hon. Jno. Y. Mason, Secretary of the Navy. 


United States Steamer Mississippi, 
Off Sacrificios Island, March 23, 1847. 

Sir: I regret to announce the loss of the steamer 
Huater, the particulars of which disaster are de- 
tailed in the accompanying report of Lieutenant Mc. 
Laughlin. 

I had arrived a few hours before, and fortunately, 
from the admirable qualities of this ship, was ena- 
bled to go to the assistance of the three vessels 
ashore, the moment at early dawn I discovered their 
distress, though it was blowing, at (he time, a gale. 

The boats of this vessel, under the special charge 
of Captain Mayo, who volunteered his service, and 
commanded respectively by Lieuts. Decamp, Alden, 
and Blunt, and Passed Mid. Fauntleroy, happily res- 
cued every one, more than sixty in number, from 
the wrecks. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

M. C. PERRY, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 
To the Hon. Joun Y. Mason, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington city, D. C. 


United States Steamer Mississippi, 
Anchorage near Vera Cruz, March 26, 1847. 

Sir: 1 am writing in the midst of one of the heavi- 
est northers I ever experienced. T'wenty-three mer. 
chant vessels have already gone ashore since morn- 
ing, many of them with army stores and munitions. 

The vessels of the squadron have so far held on.— 
The loss of life 1 fear will be great. This is the 
third nerther we have had since I took command, 
five days since, and we have had thirty wrecks. 

I write this in anticipation of the early sailing of 
the Prineeton, fearing 1 should not have time in the 
morning. Both the Raritan and Potomac have had 
vessels across their hawsers. | am ignorant of the 
extent of damage done to these vessels, but notice 
that the Raritan has her fore and spritsai) yard car 





ried away. 


We have parted one of our chains, and have not 
yet recovered our anchor. 

It would seem to me very mecessary that we should 
have a spare chain and ancher for each class of ves- 
sels. They can easily be put upon one of the islands. 
Several boats have been lost in the gale, one actual- 
ly blown from the davits of the ship; not less than ten 
small boats are absolutely necessary to our wants; 
the common iron fastened whale boat, such as are 
made in New London or New Bedford, costing from 
$50 to $60, will answer very well, and they can al- 
ways be purchased ready made. 

Spars of assorted kinds are also wanted. It is 
hoped that the frame for the hospital, to be erected, 
and one or more sheds will soon arrive. We may 
soon anticipate much sickness, and the rainy season 
is fast approaching. The Ohio and Mississippi are 
the only vessels arrived of all those expected; and I 
have all day been fearing that the former would 
not hold on. The steamers are nut in so much dan- 
ger, as they all work their wheels and propellers. 

l am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. C. FERRY, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 

P.S. Weare already in want of Manilla haw- 
sers; those received at Norfolk being tarred; four 
hawsers were in use to-day in this ship. One mer- 
chant vessel is partly riding by us. 


United States flag ship Mississippi, 
At anchor near Vera Crus, March, 29, 1847. 
Sir: It is with infinite satisfaction I announce to 
you that the city of Vera Cruz and the castle of San 
Juan de Ulloa were this day occupied by garrisons 
of United States troops. Detachments from the ar- 
my and navy, with the flotilla, were in motion early 
in the morning, and the American colors were hoist- 
ed un the forts of the city and castle at 12 o’clock, 
under a simultaneaus salute from all the large ves- 
sels of the squadron. 
Enclosed is a copy of the articles of capitulation. 
[have the honor to be, most respectfully, your 
obedient servant, M.C. PERRY, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 
Hon. Joun Y. Mason, Secretary of the Navy, 
Washington, D. C. 















































1 P. M., March 29, 
Within the Castle of San Juan de Ulloa. 

I write this within the castle. Tne batteries in 
the city are now saluting. The American flags are 
already hoisted on two forts of the city. The Ame- 
rican colors will be next displayed on the castle. 


M.C. PERRY. 


VESSEL8 LOST NEAR VERA CRUZ. 

We place by themselves ine istoi ihe vessels lost 
near Vera Cruz, by the two northers which wrought 
such destruction. 

Editorial Correspondence of the Picayune. 
Camp Berore Vera Cruz, March 27, 1847. 

{ send you, enclosed, a list of the vessels ashore— 
the most correct I can obtain at present. What 
number of vessels will be totally lost it is impossible 
to say, but many of them will doubtless be got off. — 
The gale has entirely abuted but the surf still runs 
high. Here is the list: 

Camp Woshington, March 28. 

LIST OF VESSELS ASHORE UNDER 8ACRIFICIOS. 
Brig Caroline, Capt. Sutton—Gov’nt. stores—bilged. 
Brig Mary Ann, do do 
Schr. Sear—Sutler’s stores—total loss. 

Schr. Phebe Eliza, Capt. Howard—Gov’nt. stores— 

right bad situation. 
Schr. Louisa, Capt. Smith—gov’nt. stores, total loss. 
Schr. Eleanor, Capt. Drew, do do 
Schr. Sea Nymph, do do 
Schr. Monitor, Capt. Hurd, do do 
Schr. Blanch E. Sayre, do do 
Schr. Harriet Smith, Capt. Williamson, do do 
Schr. Corinne, d do 
Barque Mopang, Capt. Bookear, do 
Schr. Ella, Capt. Smith, do do 
Brig Will, Capt. Decker, do do 
Schr. Oscar Jones—Gov’t. stores—off in a few days. 
Schr. H. Walker, do total loss. 
Schr. A. J. Horton, do bilged. 
Schr. Teconie, do do 
Brig Orion, Capt. Randall—bilged. 
Schr. Mary Priam, Capt. Joline—gov. stores, bilged. 
Schr. Pacific, Capt. Micks, do do 
Schr. Volesco, do do 
Herm. brig Elien & Clara, do doubiful. 
Brig Othello, do total loss 
Ship Diadem—dismasted. 
Schr. Enterprise, do 
Schr. Caroline—total Joss. 

NORTH OF THE CASTLE. 

Brigs J. Peterson; John Potter; Pensacola; herm. 


rs) 
do 





brig, pame unknown. 
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Prospects oF PEACE. We have been permitted to 
peruse several private letters, of a very late date, from 
the city of Mexico, written by persons of the highest 
respectability, and whose sources. of information are 
ample. ‘T: ey state as a matter of positive certainty, that 
negotiations for peace between the United States and 
Mexico are under advisement, and that the return of 
Santa Anna, who was hourly expected, would be the 
signal for the commencement of overtures. ‘These ad 
vices are similar to those received at the north, and to 
which several of the journals in that quarter have given 
pubheity. ‘The outgivings of the northern press on this 
subject were, however, little more than conjecture. Our 
epinions are based upon more reliable information. 

[New Orleans Times April7. 





From Gen. Taytor. After an ineffectual pursuit 
of Gen. Urrea, with a force of about 1000 men. of 
which 150 were eavalry, General Taylor returned 
to Saltillo. He was close upon Urrea at Marin, but 
he escaped. 

The impression at the mouth of the Rio Grande 
was that Gen. Taylor would push on to San Luis.— 
This is inferred from his ordering so much traspor- 
tation to be sent forward. Col. Hamtramck was at 
Camargo atthe last accounts. Every thing was quiet 
there, and on the river at the Brazos. 


The correspondent of the Picayune writing from Vera 

Cruz on the 3lst March, says— 
*“A Frenchman has just arrived from the city of Mexico, 
who reports that there are not one thousand armed men, 
all teld, on the road from this to the capital. He says 
there were nine guns in position at Puente Nacional, but 
only Sixty men to serve them.” 

General Quitman’s brigade left Vera Cruz on the 31st 
March, for Alverado. He has with him the S. Carolina, 
Georgia, and Alabama regiments. He also has an ar- 
tillery force with him, Capt. Steptoe’s battery, I am in- 
formed. One object of the expedition is to open a road 
from whence mules, horses and supplies for the army 
may be procured 

The frigate Potomac, sloops of war Jolin Adams, Al- 
bany, and St. Mary’s; the steamers Mississippi, Vixen, 
and Spitfire, and other sinall vessels, sailed the same 
morning for the same place. 

General ‘Twiggs, with his division was to march for 
Puente Nacional on the 3lst March. General Worth, 
who was acting as governur of Vera Cruz, would follow 
with another division in four or five days. 

Amongst the passengers on the Alabama were Gen. 
Jesup, quartermaster general, major Allen, major San- 
ders, captains Swartwout and Bowie; lieuts. Hawkins, 
Whitall, Meade, Van Viit, Dobbins and Petigrue, of the 
army; and leuts. Drayton, Hooe, and McLaughlin, of 
the navy. 





PRESIDENTIAL, 1848—A very distinct movement in 
fuverof General ‘TayLor, ‘ Old Rough and Ready,” for 
this elevated station has been manifested since the vic- 
tory of Buena Vista relieved the public anxiety for the 
fate of the army which he commanded on that occasion. 
He has already been nominated in various places, and 
notonly have a number of the public journals, (mostly 
whig,) placed his name at the head of their columns as 
their favorite candidate for the station, but several 
new journals have becn started, and others are 
announced, expressly to advocate his election. The 
Delaware Journal we observe has at the head of its co- 
lumns the name of Joun M. Crayron, for the Vice Pre- 
sidency, under that of General Zacuary Tay.or. for 


the presidency, subject to the confirmation of a national 


convention. ‘The whig members of the legislature of 
Iowa, before the close oj the late session in that state held 
a meeting, and were the first of state delegations to 
name General ‘Taylor as a candidate for the next presi- 
dency. 

Since his name has become somewhat conspicuous as 
a candidate, we find some of the administration journals 
claiming General Taylor us a “democrav’—and insisting 
that he has always been opposed to the “‘Hartford Con- 
vention Federalists.” 

The New York Sun, for instance says:-—‘General 
Taylor, it is said, is a democrat instead of a whig; his 
brother is one of the oldest democratic republicans in 
Kentucky, and the Genera! himself joined the army in 
the last war with England, when Shury Clay and he 
were both prominent democrats.” 

The Balumore Sun, of the 10th instant, in reference 
to the above, says: 

“If we mistake not, General Taylor will be found by 
the political schemers of the present day to be a man ot 
true political independence, free from ail party malevo- 
lence and uncharitableness, a man of good judgment and 
straight-forward honesty, who will neither oppose or 
support a public measure because it emanates from one 
party or theiother, but selecting the wheat from the chaff, 
look tothe promotion of his country’s interest and pros- 
perity as paramount to that of party. General Taylor 
prides himself in being an “American,” ina political as 
well asa national point of view—a true follower of 
Gen. Washington.” 

We observe numerous paragraphs in admininistra- 
tion journals of the same character. 

W hig jeurnals respond by saying, that Gen. ‘Taylor, 
is exactly the kind of ‘*democrat” that suits their taste, 
and are willing to demonstrate their confidence by vo- 
ting for him for the next presidency. 


Ii is possible that. General Taylor may have so won 
upon the confidence of the American people by the 
admirable qualities rapidly develcped in his recent evyent- 
ful campaigns, and by his unasstming course, as to 
distance at once all the competitors for the presidential 
chair, and furnish the rare example of. being elected by 
acclamation. 

A report found its way this week into some of the 
public journals in rather an imposing form though no 
doubt totally unauthorized, that Mr Canuoun had de- 
termined to decline the proffered support of his friends 
for the piracentys and recommended them to support 
General Taylor for that office. Alluding to said rumor, 
the Washington correspondent of the Journal of Com- 
merce remarks: 

‘Looking to the names of those who were promi- 
nent in the late Taylor meeting in New Orleans, it 
would appear that both whigs and democrats were 
likely to take?up Gereral Taylor. The feeling here- 
about, among men of both parties, is strongly in his 
favor. Gen. Taylor will will not probably consent 
to be a candidate. He is utterly careless, as his 
friends tell us, of any such distinction. But, as 
Lowndes said, the presidential office is ‘‘neither to 
be solicited or declined.’? There is no authentic 
account, I believe, of its ever having been ‘‘de- 
clined.” 

The whigs of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
assembled on Saturday evening last to ratify the no- 
minations of the state convention recently held at 
Harrisburg. The Hon. John Sergeant presided, as- 
sisted by a large number of Vice Presidents. After 
a series of resolutions approving the action of the 
state convention had been adopted, the following, 
offered by Charles Gilpin, Esq., were also adopted 
by acclamation: 

Whereas, The eyes of the nation are fixed on Ma- 
jor General Zachary Taylor, and the heart of the 
country beats high at the contemplation of the deeds 
of chivalrous valor performed by him and his com- 
rades in arms at Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, 
Monterey and Buena Vista— 

And Whereas, he has heen denounced on the floor 
of congress by prominent members of the present 
national administration, at the very moment he was 
honorably {vigorously fand successfully sustaining our 
count’, abroad, because of his attachment to whig 
principles, and it therefore becomes the duty of all 
good citizens, and more especially the duty of all 
good and patriotic whigs of the Union to manifest 
in every proper form their approval of his principles, 
and of his glorious career as an American General. 

Therefore Resolved, That the thanks and gratitude 
of the country are eminently due to Major General 
Zachary Taylor, his officers and soldiers, for the’ 
gallant manner in which they have sustained the 
honor of our country, and carried the stars and stripes 
triumphantly through so many well fought fields to 

brilliant victory. 

Resolved, That we do commend him to the favor- 
able consideration snd cordial support of our fellow 
countrymen, and in the name of the democratic 
whig citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
doname and nominate him as the candidate of the 
great democratic whig party of the United States, 
for the presidency of these United States, and avow 
our determination tosubmit and support his name 
and his claims for the approval of our democratic 
whig brethren of the Union, in national convention 
hereafter to be assembled. 

‘lhe meeting was addressed by the Hon. R. J. In- 
GERSOLL, E. J. Morris, and other prominent men of 
the party. In the course of the remarks made by the 
Hon. Joun Serceant, he observed: 

‘Thus in eleven months Genral Taytor has be- 
come an historical character; and, with an uncon- 
scious modesty, he has, with his sword and his pen, 
written his own history—so that 1t forms one of the 
brighest episodes in the annals of the United States 
since the days of WasuineTon.” 





LATEST FROM THE ARMY AND FROM MEXICO. 


The ship and the steamer Alabama, both at New 
Orleans on the 9th bring Vera Cruz dates to the 
Ist.—Tampice to the 3d, Brazos to the 4th inst, 
and files of city of Mexico papers to the 25th, ex- 
cept those from the 18th to the 23d—which are 
wanting. 

Santa Anna arrived at the capital from San Luis 
Potosi, on tho 22d, and was probably received with 
open aru.s by all parties. The particulars were 
published in the papers notreceived. Those of the 
24th contain an account of his induction into the 
presidential chair, to which the congress had sume- 
time since elected him, and his inaugural speech upon 
ihe occasion. On taking the oath of office, Santa 
Anna said— ; 

“lam all for my conntry, and shall ever serve it, 
without thinking what it may cost me todo that 
which the nation desires | should do. I have enter- 
ed upon the Supreme magistracy because | have seen 





that it was the sole legal means of terminating the 


disturbances of this capital, and because | be);, 
I shall thus be able to facilitate the Semen 
tion of the war, and to save the iedependenc, .“ 
honor oi Mexico, which I wish to present unsull 

and brilliant to the world which 1s beholding us.s" 

Gomez Farias of course retired from the exe, 
tive chair to his station as vice president. Seas 
Pena y Barragan remains at the head of the militar 
affairs at the capital. The report of Salas havin. 
been shot, it seems was got up by some of the Fane 
faction. “They all appear to rally under Sant 
Auna. The church party is said to have j@ined tin 
the Archbishop agreeing to advance him, $5,009 000 
to enable him to “drive the barbarians” out Of the 
country. 

Mr. Kendall writes to the Picayune on the 9; 
from Vera Cruz that “Santa Anna_is said to hay, 
allied himself with the party of Farias, and to 4, 
determined to support the war at the expense of ti, 
Church.” 

The eabinet of Santa Anna is composed of D. y,. 
riano Otero, minister of foreign affairs; D. Juan 
Rondero, of the treasury, D. Francisco Suar;, 
Triarty, of Justice, and D. Jose Ignacio Gutierre; 
of war. 

The latest dates received at the capital from Vera 
Cruz were to the evening of the 24th, at which ting 
the Vera Cruzanos seemed to elaim a Victory over 
the Yankees, and were in hopes of being succegs{y 
throughout the whole affair. Santa Anna had ordey. 
ed several detachments of troops to march immeij. 
ately to Vera Cruz, in order to assist the besiege, 

New York City Execrion.—The annual charte 
election held on the 13th instant, resulted in favor of 
the whigs by decided majorities. 


For Mayor—Brapy, whig, 20,87] 
BrowneE Lu, adm., 19,136 

Whig majority, 1,735 

For Commissioner —Taytor, whig, 18,271 
LEONARD, adm., 10,997 

Talor’s majority, 7 274 


Aldermen—11 Whigs, 6 Administration, and | Na 
tive American, elected. 

Assistants—12 Whigs and 6 Administration canii- 
dates elected. ‘The native” vote, did not much ex 
ceed 1800. 

The general result was rather unexpected. At 
the November election, Wright’s (adm) iajorily 
over Young, (whig) for governor, in the city of New 
York, was 5,146, and at the election for mayora 
year ago, the administration candidate had a map 
rity of 6,962. 

‘The result can hardly be claimed by the whigs a 
indicating a whig majorily in the city to such a 
extent as the returns would indicate. 

The administration party had great difficulty i 
making their nominations, and a considerable por 
tion of the party were so displeased with the ull 
mate decision at Tammany Hail, that,they refused io 
support the nomination. he question at the patly 
meetings, was between the incumbent in office, Mr. 
Mickie, and BrowneLtu. Mr. Mickle was opposed 
by the ultras of the party—the “vote yourself a fara” 
section, the anti-renters—and all those who took 
exceptions, to his rigid performance of the duties of 
his office whilst in, instead of lending himself a0 
the influence of his station to party purposes excl 
sively. After along and warm contest Mr. Mickle, 
and others named by his friends? were outvoted, and 
a candidate of their own complexion was nominated 
by the majority of the party. The Juurnal of “ 
merce, after warmly supporting the re-nomination? 
Mr. Mickle, finding Mr. Brownell nominated on {Xt 
10th inst. and said— 

‘THE ELECTION—NEXT T'vESDAY. 
be governed by a mob or by order and Jaw? 
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we descend from the honorable rank which we 0 Don Jo: 
entitled to hold as the most populous and weal! ee had 
city on the western continent and take our place, »- tip At 
the score of virtue and deceacy; below the meant! eatin, 

* #* *  #* Be assured, fellow cilizet wah ewe 
there is not a toper, agambler, a pimp, or a met any such , 
of any sort among us who will not rejoice if Bro Bon the par 
nell should be elected Mayor, because under his 8 nee of Y, 
ministration they will expect to practice their vie With that ¢ 
without restraint, and even with some degree ol a NBT 
lic countenance. Whoever else may be aaa ave me 
the present occasion, these men will not be. - Meetier writ 
will strain every nerve to sveure the election : exico, | 
Brownell; and as he has received the nominaliry inistratia 
the Democratic Convention, though to the great lhe py 





satisfaction and disgust of the better portion of !™ 
party, he is sure to be elected unless the gg J. 
order wake a grand rally in fayor of Brady, ise’ 
ling fur a moment the distinctions of party, 2° 7 
so far as this one officer is concerned, and giving 
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lesson of wisdom to politicians which will be rem 
bered in future years.” 
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